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Divisional  Health  Office,, 

Coleford,  Glos.  GL16  8HF. 

Telephone  :  Coleford  3364/5 
Residence  :  St.  Briavels  284 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  of  the  West 
Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1972. 
This  Report  is  a  Statutory  requirement  of  the  Public  Health  Officers 
Regulations,  1959.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors’  reports  which  are 
included,  are  essential  parts. 

This  is  the  last  Report  in  this  particular  form.  With  the  reorganisation 
of  the  Health  Service  and  of  Local  Government,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  will  cease  to  exist  and  these  Reports  will  cease  with  him. 

The  reports  of  the  East  Dean  and  Newent  Public  Health  Inspectors 
include  the  Surveyors’  reports.  I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Spratt  of  the 
Lydney  Rural  District  Council  for  his  report.  Mr.  Hopkins  of  the 
Gloucester  Rural  District  Council  and  Mr.  Parks  of  the  West  Dean 
Rural  District  Council  have  not  submitted  reports. 

Over  the  years  there  has  been  a  determination  to  get  this  Report 
published  early  in  the  year,  but  unfortunately  the  avalanche  of  routine 
work  with  which  all  these  Officers  have  to  deal,  has  caused  variable 
delays  making  it  irksome  in  completing  their  contributions. 

The  health  of  the  area,  the  vital  statistics  and  pattern  of  the  causes  of 
death  were  similar  to  those  of  Southern  England  during  the  year.  There 
have  been  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

Last  year  illness  amongst  the  Printers’  staff  caused  some  delay.  This 
year  illness  of  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  of  the  Newent 
Rural  District  Council  caused  a  little  delay  as  did  my  own  illness. 

I  am  grateful  to  you.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  for  your  co-operation 
and  understanding.  I  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their 
co-operation  during  the  year.  I  have  also  to  thank  the  Printers  for  their 
care  and  my  Clerk,  Miss  Eleanor  M.  H.  Hughes,  for  her  careful  work 
in  assisting  me  to  compile  this  Report  and  for  her  accurate  work 
throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  Hunt. 
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Code 

Causes  of  Death 

Total  Area 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

B4 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

B5,  6  (1) 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

5 

— 

B17 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

1 

1 

— 

B18 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

4 

2 

2 

B19  (1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc.  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

B19  (2) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

6 

3 

3 

B19  (3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

21 

12 

9 

B19  (4) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  ... 

43 

19 

24 

B19  (5) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  larynx 

1 

— 

1 

B19  (6) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

54 

47 

7 

B19  (7) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

15 

— 

15 

B19  (8) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

9 

9 

B19  (9) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

8 

8 

B19  (10) 

Leukaemia  ... 

9 

4 

5 

B19  (11) 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

62 

26 

36 

B20 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

1 

— 

1 

B21 

Diabetes  mellitus  ... 

13 

6 

7 

B23 

Anaemias  ... 

5 

4 

1 

B46  (1) 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

4 

1 

3 

B46  (2) 

Other  diseases  of  blood  etc. 

1 

1 

— 

B46  (3) 

Mental  disorders 

1 

— 

1 

B46  (4) 

Multiple  sclerosis 

3 

2 

1 

B46  (5) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

10 

5 

5 

B26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

17 

9 

8 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

24 

14 

10 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ... 

265 

152 

113 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

81 

38 

43 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  ... 

152 

64 

88 

B46  (6) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

56 

27 

29 

B31 

Influenza 

6 

4 

2 

B32 

Pneumonia 

88 

40 

48 

B33  (1) 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

68 

57 

11 

B33  (2) 

Asthma 

5 

4 

1 

B46  (7) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

15 

3 

12 

B34 

Peptic  ulcer 

8 

3 

5 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

10 

6 

4 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

1 

1 

B46  (8) 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

11 

4 

7 

B38 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

8 

5 

3 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

2 

2 

B46  (9) 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system  . . . 

10 

7 

3 

B46  (10) 

Diseases  of  skin,  subcutaneous  tissue 

1 

— 

1 

B46  (11) 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

1 

— 

1 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

10 

6 

4 

B43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

7 

5 

2 

B44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

5 

3 

2 

B45 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

8 

4 

4 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

15 

11 

4 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

19 

12 

7 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

2 

1 

1 

BE50 

All  other  external  causes 

2 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

1,176 

631 

545 
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East  Dean 

Gloucester 

Lydney 

Newent 

West  Dean 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

____ 

_ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— — 

— 
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2 

2 

1 

— 

— 
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— 
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3 
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3 

3 

2 

1 

— 

2 

1 

6 

5 

6 

3 

2 

7 

2 

4 

3 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

1 

14 

4 

7 

— 

2 

— 

11 

2 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

3 

1 

5 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

5 

6 

12 

15 

1 

6 

2 

— 

6 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

2 

— ■ 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

1 

— ■ 
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— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

- - 

_ 

— 

3 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

3 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

— 

39 

28 

39 

26 

21 

23 

10 

16 

43 

20 

6 

14 

16 

14 

7 

7 

2 

1 

7 

7 

10 

17 

23 

34 

12 

10 

4 

7 

15 

20 

2 

5 

12 

13 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

8 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7 

14 

12 

22 

5 

3 

6 

2 

10 

7 

13 

3 

20 

3 

4 

2 

5 

1 

15 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ~ 

1 

2 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

2 

Z 

1 

_____ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

141 

138 

207 

178 

86 

72 

50 

52 

147 

105 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

England  and  Wales 

.  14.8 

12.1 

Gloucestershire 

.  15.0 

10.5 

West  Glos.  Area 

.  14.3  (15.1) 

11.4  (11.4) 

East  Dean  . 

.  17.5  (18.6) 

13.0  (12.5) 

Gloucester  R.  D. 

.  13.1  (13.4) 

10.1  (11.0) 

Lydney  R.  D. 

.  13.1  (13.4) 

9.9  (10.6) 

Newent  R.  D. 

.  13.8  (15.2) 

10.8  (10.0) 

West  Dean  . 

.  14.9  (16.7) 

14.1  (13.8) 

The  Birth  Rate  is  the  number  of  live  births  per  1,000  population  : 
the  Death  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  population.  The 
figures  in  brackets  are  the  adjusted  rates  which  are  obtained  by  multi¬ 
plying  the  crude  rate  by  the  appropriate  comparability  factor  issued 
by  the  Registrar  General. 

There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  childbirth. 

There  were  29  deaths  during  the  first  year  of  life  (21  male  8  female)  ; 
of  these  14  were  during  the  first  week,,  5  were  from  the  end  of  the  first 
week  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  and  10  were  from  the  end  of  the 
fourth  week  to  the  end  of  the  first  year. 


Number  of  Births  and  Deaths 


Estimated 

Excess  of 

Population 

Births 

Deaths 

Births  over 

( mid  1972) 

Deaths 

East  Dean 

...  21,520 

377 

279 

98 

Gloucester  R.  D. 

38,210 

502 

385 

117 

Lydney  R.  D. 

16,000 

210 

158 

52 

Newent  R.  D. 

9,470 

131 

102 

29 

West  Dean 

17,860 

266 

252 

14 

Total  Area 

...  103,060 

1,486 

1,176 

310 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Percentage 
total  Deat 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

265 

22.5 

Other  heart  disease  . 

98 

8.3 

Other  circulatory  disease 

80 

6.8 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

152 

12.9 

Malignant  disease  . 

229 

19.5 

Pneumonia  . 

88 

7.5 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . . . 

68 

5.8 

Accidents  . 

34 

2.9 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Table  of  corrected  notifications 


East 

Dean 

Glou¬ 

cester 

Lydney 

Newent 

West 

Dean 

Measles 

65 

72 

9 

6 

16 

Scarlet  fever 

8 

9 

1 

4 

1 

Whooping  cough  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Infective  jaundice  ... 

3 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

" 

1  " 

1 

1 

Measles 

There  was  an  epidemic  at  Ruardean  and  at  Mitcheldean  in  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year.,  and  one  at  Churchdown  in  the  last  quarter.  A  few 
isolated  cases  or  groups  of  a  few  cases  occurred  elsewhere  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year.  The  total  notified  was  168. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  22  cases  notified.  These  were  scattered  throughout  the 
Area,,  most  were  in  the  first  and  fourth  quarters. 

Whooping  Cough 

Only  two  cases  were  notified,  both  were  in  the  Gloucester  Rural 
District  and  both  had  been  fully  immunised. 

Infective  Jaundice 

There  were  five  cases  in  the  Gloucester  Rural  District  and  three  in 
the  East  Dean  Rural  District.  Several  cases  notified  were  not  confirmed  ; 
one  must  look  very  doubtfully  at  middle-aged  patients  notified.  This 
calls  for  searching  back  for  drugs  taken  and  the  elimination  of  obstruc¬ 
tive  jaundice. 

Although  this  disease  does  occur  in  people  beyond  30 ,  after  this  age 
it  is  looked  upon  with  suspicion.  Unfortunately  there  is  no  reliable  test 
for  this  disease. 

Tetanus 

A  lady  aged  72,  living  in  the  Newent  Rural  District,  fell  onto  a  tree 
stump.  She  did  not  seek  treatment  for  sixteen  days,,  when  her  doctor 
took  a  splinter  from  her  leg  and  sent  her  to  hospital,  where  she  died. 

Malaria 

Two  cases  were  notified  in  the  Newent  Rural  District  in  young 
people  who  had  travelled  to  tropical  countries.  Both  were  falciparum. 
It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  how  important  it  is  for  persons 
travelling  or  living  in  malaria  infected  areas  to  take  preventative  tablets 
regularly. 
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Dysentery 

Three  isolated  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery  came  to  my  notice,  one  was 
in  a  child  in  Newent  who  became  infected  in  hospital  in  March,  one 
case  in  East  Dean  in  August  and  one  case  in  St.  Briavels  in  October. 
There  was  also  one  case  in  March  of  Flexner  (Type  C)  dysentery  in  a 
gypsy  in  the  Gloucester  Rural  District. 


Smallpox 

In  the  first  half  of  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  176  cases  of  this 
disease  in  Yugoslavia.  There  were  34  deaths.  The  infection  was  thought 
to  have  been  brought  to  that  Country  in  February,  by  a  traveller  from 
Iraq. 


Immunisation 

The  analysis  of  the  state  of  protection  of  children,  born  in  1968  and 
living  in  the  different  Districts,  at  the  end  of  the  year  given  as  percen¬ 
tages  was  as  follows  : — 


East 

Dean 

Glou¬ 

cester 

Lydney 

Newent 

West 

Dean 

County 

Diphtheria 

93 

90 

93 

90 

90 

94 

Tetanus  ... 

93 

90 

93 

90 

91 

94 

Pertussis  ... 

91 

90 

92 

90 

90 

92 

Poliomyelitis 

94 

91 

93 

92 

92 

94 

Measles  ... 

35 

37 

42 

27 

38 

43 

The  rates  for  the  whole  County  are  also  given  showing  that  all  the 
rates  for  this  Division  are  lower  than  the  rates  for  the  County  except  in 
two  cases,  where  they  are  the  same.  These  rates  compare  very  satis¬ 
factorily  with  those  of  the  Country  as  a  whole.  Many  children,  however, 
are  receiving  protection  later  than  at  the  recommended  ages. 

Salmonella  Infections — Food  Poisoning 

A  young  lady  living  in  the  Newent  Rural  District,  was  taken  ill  with 
diarrhoea  three  days  before  the  end  of  her  holiday  in  Minorca  at  the 
end  of  August.  The  infecting  organism  was  Salmonella  typhimurium, 
’phage  type  U129. 

A  little  boy  aged  two  living  on  a  farm  in  the  Newent  Rural  District, 
became  ill  with  an  infection  of  S.  typhimurium  ’phage  type  32.  Calves 
on  the  farm  were  known  to  have  this  infection. 

A  young  lady  living  in  the  Lydney  Rural  District,  returned  from  a 
holiday  in  Ibiza  with  a  S.  typhimurium  ’phage  type  U129. 

A  man  living  in  the  East  Dean  Rural  District,  became  ill  during  a 
holiday  to  Rumania  in  July  and  was  found,  on  return,  to  have  S. 
enteriditis  infection.  The  wife  although  not  ill  was  found  to  have  an 
infection  with  Salmonella  infantis. 
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A  man  and  his  wife  from  Cinderford  were  taken  ill  after  a  day’s 
outing  to  South  Wales  at  the  end  of  July,  the  man  was  infected  with  S. 
agona  and  the  woman  with  S.  indiana. 

Two  of  a  party  from  Cinderford  who  went  for  a  day’s  outing  in 
September,  became  ill  with  diarrhoea  due  to  S.  virchow.  They  were  a 
man  and  his  son-in-law.  It  was  thought  this  was  due  to  ham  sandwiches 
cut  early  in  the  day  and  kept  warm  in  the  pocket.  These  men  were  still 
excreting  this  organism  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  lady  aged  74  from  Cinderford,  became  infected  with  Salmonella 
typhimurium  ’phage  type  U163  while  visiting  outside  the  area  in  June. 
No  source  was  found. 

A  young  lady  living  in  the  Gloucester  Rural  District,  became  affected 
with  diarrhoea  due  to  S.  adelaide  after  a  visit  to  Mombasa  in  September, 
and  this  was  thought  to  be  due  to  infected  iced  drinks. 

A  man  living  in  the  Gloucester  Rural  District,  who  attended  his  firm’s 
dinner  in  September,  became  ill  ;  no  cause  was  found  but  others  who 
had  attended,  and  living  outside  the  District,  were  also  ill. 

A  boy  of  six  had  paratyphoid  fever  when  travelling  through  Afghan¬ 
istan.  The  organism  found  was  S.  paratyphi  B  ’phage  type  taunton. 
Recovery  was  quick. 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  five  deaths  from  this  disease,  all  were  men  and  all  had 
pulmonary  disease.  There  was  one  death  in  each  of  East  Dean,  Glouces¬ 
ter  Rural,  and  Lydney  Rural  Districts  and  two  in  West  Dean.  Their 
ages  were,  48,  67,  68,  78  and  85. 

Notifications  during  the  year  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pu 

monary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

Gloucester 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Lydney  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Newent  ... 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

West  Dean 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

12 

2 

— 

— 

14 

All  these  notified  cases  were  thus  pulmonary,  the  ages  at  notification 
being  :  5, 8,  21, 22,  30,  36,  39, 45, 45, 51, 55, 67,  68, 74.  The  two  children 
were  primary  infections,  but  there  is  a  greater  predominance  of  young 
people  developing  this  disease  than  in  recent  years. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 
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Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

14 

3 

2 

5 

24 

Gloucester 

22 

7 

1 

4 

34 

Lydney  ... 

10 

5 

1 

1 

17 

Newent  ... 

9 

4 

— 

1 

14 

West  Dean 

14 

12 

8 

1 

35 

Totals  . 

69 

31 

12 

12 

124 

These  registers  continued  to  be  revised. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  continued  to  visit  the  three  towns  of 
the  Forest  Area  at  four  weekly  intervals  ;  275  persons  presented  them¬ 
selves  for  examination  at  Cinderford,  199  at  Coleford  and  264  at  Lydney. 

Two  healed  pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases  were  noticed,  one  of 
bronchiectasis  and  one  of  a  non-tuberculous  infection  of  the  lung. 

The  Unit  also  visited  J.  Allen  Rubber  Co.  Ltd.,  at  Lydney  and  the 
Old  People’s  Home  at  Mitcheldean  ;  no  abnormalities  were  found.  A 
Unit  also  is  available  in  Gloucester  one  day  a  week. 


GENERAL 


Water  Supplies 

The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  is  the  principal  water 
authority  for  the  Area.  Certain  properties  at  Bromsberrow,  Dymock  and 
Redmarley  receive  a  compensatory  supply  from  the  South  Worcester¬ 
shire  Water  Board.  Tidenham  is  supplied  by  the  Gwent  Water  Board 
and  five  properties  at  Cliffords  Mesne  are  supplied  by  the  Hereford¬ 
shire  Water  Board.  Aylburton  Village  has  a  local  village  supply. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Brandon,  the  Chemist  to  the  North  West  Gloucestershire 
Water  Board,  supplied  me  with  copies  of  a  large  number  of  chemical 
analyses  and  reports  on  bacteriological  examinations  he  had  done  on 
raw  and  treated  waters  including  taps  on  the  supply,  and  also  examina¬ 
tions  for  chlorine  content. 

The  Gwent  Water  Board  sent  me  copies  of  reports  on  bacteriological 
examination  of  waters  from  taps  on  their  supply. 

Berkeley  and  Oldbury  Nuclear  Power  Stations 

The  Liaison  Committee  met  once  when  the  workings  of  these  Stations 
were  explained. 

The  Environmental  Monitoring  Reports  were  received  ;  these  showed 
that  the  Gamma  Radiation  Dose  Rates,  Direct  Radiation  Measurements, 
Gamma  Radiation  Levels  on  Silt,  Radiation  in  Fish  and  the  Discharge 
of  Liquid  Radioactive  Waste  were  all  identical  with  that  found  in  the 
previous  year. 
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The  Strontium  90  Content  of  Milk  which  were  done  showed  a  further 
reduction  on  those  of  the  previous  year.  These  are  nothing  to  do  with 
the  working  of  the  Stations  but  are  the  results  of  the  Nuclear  Weapon 
Tests  of  1960  and  1961. 

Examination  of  Milk 

Routine  sampling  is  done  by  the  County  Public  Health  Departments’s 
Sampling  Officers  and  I  receive  copies  of  results  obtained.  Seven 
infected  cows  were  discovered.  These  samples  were  taken  of  milk  being 
retailed  to  the  public  and  also  included  farmers  who  did  “  bed  and 
breakfast  ”  and  hence  supplied  their  visitors  with  raw  milk. 

Brucellosis 

I  was  told  of  one  case  in  a  farmer  whose  cows  had  this  infection. 

Salmonellosis  in  Cattle 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  notified  me  of  an  outbreak  of 
Salmonella  newport  amongst  cattle  in  the  East  Dean  Rural  District,  and 
of  one  of  S.  typhimurium  amongst  calves  in  the  Newent  Rural  District. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938 

There  were  two  notifications  of  cattle  dying  of  this  disease  in  the 
Gloucester  Rural  District.  The  necessary  precautions  were  taken  in 
persons  coming  into  contact  with  these  animals. 

Q  Fever 

Some  raw  milk  samples  were  tested  for  the  cause  of  Q  fever  (R. 
burned),  but  the  discovery  was  made  too  late  for  general  practitioners 
to  look  for  cases. 

Quite  independently  I  was  informed  of  a  man  with  this  infection  who 
was  being  investigated  in  hospital  for  pyrexia.  This  disease  is  not  only 
caused  by  milk  but  by  dust  from  cows.  It  does  not  affect  cows  in  any 
way,  but  sometimes  human  beings. 

Psittacosis 

The  Gloucester  Public  Health  Laboratory  notified  me  of  one  case  of 
this  disease  in  a  person  living  in  the  country  but  not  particularly 
connected  with  birds. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 

This  legislation  deals  with  persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions 
and  not  being  looked  after  properly  and  allows  compulsory  removal  to 
a  home  or  hospital. 

There  was  a  number  of  persons  being  visited  and  kept  under  observa¬ 
tion  in  co-operation  with  Officers  of  the  Social  Services  Department. 
Most  were  dealt  with  otherwise  than  by  removal.  The  following  were 
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compulsorily  removed  : — 

A  man,  aged  64,  living  alone  since  the  death  of  his  mother,  was 
removed  to  hospital  much  against  his  wishes.  He  died  during  the 
year  of  a  cancer  of  the  lung. 

A  man,  aged  67,  living  alone  was  regularly  visited  and  after  shaking 
hands  with  me  he  ceased  to  allow  visits  although  he  answered  my 
calls,  and  I  was  informed  by  the  police  that  the  premises  could  not 
be  forcibly  entered.  Ultimately  he  did  not  answer  and,  on  entry,  he 
was  found  to  be  extremely  ill  and  was  removed  to  hospital  where  he 
died  the  same  night.  He  was  found  to  have  had  pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis. 

A  man,  aged  57,  was  taken  ill  with  acute  abdominal  pain.  He  consoled 
himself  with  alcohol  and  refused  to  go  to  hospital  when  recommended 
so  to  do.  The  doctor  did  not  consider  he  could  leave  his  patient 
under  such  circumstances  and  eventually  I  was  called  in.  He  was  then 
in  an  insanitary  condition  by  reason  of  his  vomiting.  He  died  within 
an  hour  of  admission  to  hospital. 

It  is  clear  that  the  legislation  is  not  such  as  can  be  used  for  surgical 
emergencies. 

I  must  emphasise  how  important  it  is  that  the  person 

1 .  must  be  living  in  insanitary  conditions 

2.  must  be  incapable  of  looking  after  himself 

3.  having  no  one  to  look  after  him. 

A  person  who  is  having  home  help  cannot  be  regarded  as  such  a 
person. 

I  was  asked  to  arrange  compulsory  removal  of  persons  who  were  not 
living  in  insanitary  conditions. 

Danger  of  Lead 

Much  attention  has  recently  been  focussed  on  the  accumulation  of 
lead  absorbed  by  the  human  body. 

The  Councils  expressed  their  willingness  not  to  use  white  lead  primer 
in  the  painting  of  their  houses.  This  was  in  response  to  a  request  from 
the  Rural  District  Councils  Association,  acting  on  the  advice  of  a 
circular  from  the  British  Medical  Association. 

At  the  same  time,  Morgan’s  Pomade  is  readily  available  at  Chemists’ 
shops  to  darken  people’s  hair  ;  the  contents  being  described  as  Plumbi 
Acetas,  really  lead  acetate  or  sugar  of  lead.  When  this  is  used  some  must 
be  absorbed  into  the  user’s  body. 

Disposal  of  Industrial  Waste 

Following  the  alarming  discovery  of  tins  of  cyanide  disposed  of  on 
tips  elsewhere  in  the  Country,  a  survey  was  made  of  the  tips  in  this 
Area  to  ascertain  that  no  such  chemical  was  deposited. 

A  tip  used  by  Engelhards  at  Cinderford  was  looked  on  as  a  source  of 
such  danger  by  a  member  of  the  public.  There  were  empty  cyanide 
containers  there  and  a  number  of  other  empty  containers  and  labels  off 
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empty  containers,  and  this  was  seized  upon  as  a  source  of  danger.  Per¬ 
mission  had  been  given  to  this  Firm  to  deposit  copper  and  zinc  hydrox¬ 
ides  there  awaiting  permanent  disposal.  Unfortunately,  there  was  a 
breakdown  of  communications  within  the  factory,  and  the  containers 
should  not  have  been  out  there  and  the  fence  should  have  been  kept 
secure.  Planning  Permission  was  sought  for  the  deposit  of  these  sub¬ 
stances,  but  this  was  declined  because  of  the  danger  of  any  substance  to 
damage  fish  in  the  nearby  stream. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  any  of  my  Districts. 

Public  Health  Laboratories 

Both  Newport  and  Gloucester  Public  Health  Laboratories  were  used 
and  gave  excellent  service. 


Analyst 

The  University  of  Bristol  Analyst,  who  is  the  County  Analyst,  is  the 
one  normally  used. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  M.  V.  Lark 
Vice-Chairman  :  H.  C.  Byett 

Members  (at  May,  1972)  :  Councillors  F.  C.  Beard,  G.  J.  Beard,  H.  J. 
Beddington,  R.  J.  Bevan,  R.  E.  Cadle,  E.  Cooke,  T.  C.  L.  Davidson, 
R.  A.  Hawkins,  C.  Jackson,  K.  W.  W.  Jones,  G.  B.  Keyse,  A.  A. 
Legg,  P.  G.  Moore,  M.  G.  Morgan,  W.  Morris,  K.  L.  Perkins, 
H.  S.  Phillips,  D.  R.  J.  Pritchard,  G.  M.  Reade,  R.  A.  Taylor, 
T.  E.  Taylor,  L.  J.  Tuffley,  W.  Wilkins,  W.  Wooding  and  S.  H. 
Yeatman. 


Public  Health  Staff 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  :  A.  D.  Parsons,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h., 

A.I.H.E. 

First  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  B.  G.  H.  Risbey,  cert,  s.i.b., 

a.r.s.h.  (died  6.2.72). 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  T.  J.  Rosser,  m.a.p.h.i.  (from 

1.1.72). 

Public  Health  Inspector  :  R.  F.  Cowlin,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i.  (from 

26.6.72). 

Meat  Inspector  :  D.  G.  Brittain,  m.a.m.i.,  a.m.r.s.h. 


Statistics 

Population=2 1,520  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1972). 

Area=30,078  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings=8,010. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1972,  was  £567,676. 

Product  of  lp.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1972,  was  £5,488.92. 

Number  of  Live  Births=377.  Number  of  Deaths=279 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths=98. 

Birth  Rate=17.5  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.06  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  18.6.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.25. 

Death  rate=13.0  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  0.96  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  12.5.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.03. 
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Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

190 

162 

352 

17 

8 

25 

207 

170 

377 

Still  Births 

1 

2 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Deaths  of 

infants 

under  1  wk. 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1-4  weeks 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4  wks.-l  yr. 

6 

" 

6 

— 

■  1 

6 

— 

6 

Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Caravans  and  Mains  Water 
Supply 


Parish 

Census 

1971 

Number  of  Dwellings 

Properties 
connected  to 
Mains  Water 
Supply 

Houses 

Caravans 

Awre 

1,548 

620 

2 

598 

Blaisdon 

247 

85 

— 

71 

Churcham 

705 

242 

3 

176 

Cinderford 

6,939 

2,512 

78 

2,564 

Drybrook 

2,905 

1,060 

2 

1,054 

Huntley 

679 

327 

1 

281 

Littledean 

1,363 

518 

2 

511 

Longhope 

1,132 

394 

28 

364 

Mitcheldean 

2,211 

836 

3 

805 

Ruardean 

1,346 

478 

12 

476 

Ruspidge 

2,201 

775 

32 

756 

Totals 

21,276 

7,847 

163 

7,656 

Mr.  N.  G.  Venables,  the  rating  Officer,  provided  this  table  except 
for  the  Census  figures  for  the  population. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  A.  D.  Parsons  reports  as  follows  : — 

Staff 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  report  the  death,  on  the  6th  February,  1972, 
of  Mr.  B.  G.  H.  Risbey,  who  was  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
with  this  Authority  for  thirteen  years.  His  untimely  death  was  a  great 
shock  to  us  all. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Mr.  T.  J.  Rosser  joined  the  staff  as 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  while  Mr.  P.  H.  Dimmock  left  to 
join  the  Ludlow  Rural  District  Council.  Mr.  R.  F.  Cowlin  was  appoin¬ 
ted,  in  June,  as  second  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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The  District  has  now  been  divided  equally  between  the  two  Inspec¬ 
tors,  who  are  each  responsible  for  all  matters  relating  to  Public  Health 
and  Housing  within  their  own  areas. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  my  staff  for 
their  loyalty  and  co-operation  throughout  a  somewhat  difficult  year. 


Public  Health 

Work  continued  to  increase  throughout  the  year  and  when  the  staff 
was  up  to  full  establishment,  the  Department  was  able  to  make  a  great 
reduction  on  the  backlog  of  work  and  routine  inspections.  All  building 
plans  submitted  to  the  Council  for  approval  are  now  examined  by  the 
Department  and  observations  made.  This  has  increased  the  work  load, 
but  it  has  been  found  to  be  useful  in  giving  advice  and  information  to 
the  applicants  prior  to  work  starting. 

The  Monitoring  system  for  atmospheric  pollution  in  Cinderford 
continued  to  operate  and,  as  usual,  close  co-operation  was  maintained 
with  the  Public  Analyst  in  Bristol. 

A  person  was  found  to  have  a  necklace  of  beads  which  was  made 
from  poisonous  beans.  This  was  given  national  publicity  and  beads 
were  taken  to  Public  Health  Departments  everywhere,  and  in  this 
District  four  necklaces  and  one  bracelet  made  of  these  beans  were 
brought  in  for  identification  and  destruction.  These  were  from  an 
African  plant  of  the  Euphorbia  family,  Arbrus  precaterius. 


Slum  Clearance — Housing  Act,  1957.  Action  taken  during  1972 
Part  II 

1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

made  .  7 

(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  .  — 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  .  14 

(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  .  13 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  can¬ 

celled  after  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 
houses  made  fit .  4 

2.  Section  18 

Closing  orders  on  parts  of  buildings  — 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  .  4 
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4.  Section  27 

Closing  orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit  12 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted  6 

6.  Part  III 

Clearance  and  Re-development  .  — 

7.  Part  IV 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding .  — 

8.  Representations  made  . 51 


Housing 

During  the  year  the  Department  of  the  Environment  required  a 
return  to  be  made  of  the  housing  conditions  within  the  District.  This 
was  achieved  by  sample  survey  and  provided  us  with  a  better  picture 
of  our  future  tasks  with  regard  to  Slum  Clearance  and  improvement. 

Seventy-seven  new  Council  houses  were  allocated  in  1972,  which 
meant  inspections  had  to  be  made  of  some  of  the  tenants’  existing 
premises  to  establish  whether  Slum  Clearance  action  was  required. 
Also  inspections  were  made  as  a  result  of  Land  Search  enquiries  and 
Qualification  Certificate  applications. 

A  striking  feature  of  the  year  was  the  very  considerable  acceleration 
in  house  prices.  Many  people  purchased  old  properties,  often  as  invest¬ 
ments,  and  required  advice  on  renovations  for  making  them  fit  for 
habitation. 

As  always,  close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  County  Planning 
Department  and  the  Housing  Department. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Planning  Consents  granted  during  the  year  by  the  County 


Planning  Authority  for  individual  caravans  (temporary)  ....  5 

Applications  refused  .  8 


Sites  licensed  : 

Number  of  caravans 

Woodview  Orchard,  Ruspidge  .... 

.  35 

Wyelands,  Ruardean 

.  12 

Rocklands,  Longhope 

.  25 

Valley  Road,  Cinderford 

Queen’s  Farm,  Churcham 

.  69 

.  2 

Sites  for  individual  caravans 

.  46 

Total  . 

.  189 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 
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Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment;  Act,  1926 

Seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  Land  Searches  were  received  for 
identification  and  observation  ;  thirty-nine  properties  required  inspec¬ 
tion. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 


Category  of  Premises 

Total 

Inspected 

Number 
com¬ 
plying 
with 
Reg.  16 

Number 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

Number 
com¬ 
plying 
with 
Reg.  19 

Catering  Premises 
including  Canteens 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Grocery  and  Provisions 

Shops 

17 

17 

17 

16 

Bakers  . 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Butchers  . 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Fishmongers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Sweet  Shops 

3 

3 

2 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Regulation  16  requires  the  provision  of  a  wash-hand  basin  and 
Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment. 


Complaints  regarding  Food 

During  the  year  eleven  food  complaints  were  received  which  are 
summarised  below  : — 

1.  Tin  of  chopped  pork  and  ham — alleged  to  contain  foreign  matter. 
The  investigations  undertaken  proved  that  the  foreign  matter  was 
a  fragment  of  a  lymphatic  gland  normally  removed  during  the 
process  of  manufacture  and  not  harmful. 

2.  Carton  of  pepper — alleged  to  have  caused  illness. 

The  pepper  sample  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  who 
reported  that  it  was  genuine  and  unlikely  to  have  caused  any  illness. 

3.  Cola  flavoured  ice  lolly — alleged  to  have  a  taste  similar  to  vinegar. 
After  examination  it  was  concluded  that  the  complaint  was  not 
justified. 

4.  Sausages — alleged  to  be  unfit. 

An  investigation  included  the  submission  of  a  sample  of  the  sausages 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  who  reported  that  no  pathogenic 
organisms  were  isolated. 

5.  Sausages — alleged  to  be  sour. 

The  investigations  of  this  complaint  brought  to  light  the  practice 
of  deep  freezing  batches  of  sausages  to  provide  a  buffer  during 
periods  of  peak  demand.  The  packets  of  sausages  are  coded  on  the 
day  of  production  and  not  on  the  day  of  the  departure  from  the 
factory.  The  necessity  of  the  retailer  coding  all  short  life  products 
himself  became  apparent  in  this  case. 
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6.  Tin  of  minced  beef  loaf— alleged  contamination. 

The  Australian  manufacturers  were  advised  of  the  complaints  and 
agreed  to  examine  their  manufacturing  procedures. 

7.  Bacon — alleged  staleness. 

The  examination  of  the  bacon  confirmed  staleness  and  the  presence 
of  fly  eggs.  The  subsequent  investigations  revealed  that  the  bacon 
was  store-wrapped  and  was  not  date  coded.  On  the  advice  of  the 
Department,  the  store  manager  immediately  instituted  an  easily 
identifiable  code  so  that  proper  stock  rotation  could  be  undertaken. 

8.  Faggots — mould  growth. 

The  examination  of  the  wrapped  faggots  confirmed  extensive  mould 
growth,  and  from  the  date  code  it  was  found  that  the  product  was 
six  weeks  old.  From  the  investigation  it  was  not  possible  to  appor¬ 
tion  blame  on  the  manufacturer  or  retailer.  However,  the  retailer 
was  made  aware  of  the  coding  system  and  advised  to  code  the 
products  on  receipt  at  his  premises. 

9.  Angel  cake — alleged  foreign  matter  in  filling. 

An  examination  showed  mould  growth  over  areas  of  the  vanilla 
filling.  The  cake  was  within  the  recommended  selling  time,  but 
due  to  inadequate  cooling  at  the  bakery  prior  to  filling  and  wrap¬ 
ping,  mould  spores  had  been  able  to  germinate. 

10.  Dried  onions — alleged  foreign  matter. 

An  examination  revealed  the  presence  of  a  cigarette  end  and  ash. 
From  the  investigation  it  was  not  possible  to  say  at  which  stage 
of  handling  the  foreign  matter  entered  the  carton.  The  manufacturer 
was  warned  of  the  ease  with  which  the  lid  could  be  removed,  and 
was  requested  to  improve  this  weak  point. 

11.  Cheese  pasty — alleged  unsoundness. 

The  pasty  was  examined  and  it  was  concluded  that  the  complaint 
was  not  justified. 


Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Dairies  .  13 

Distributors .  25 

Distributors  with  premises  outside 

the  District .  5 


Ice-cream 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice¬ 
cream  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

For  the  manufacture  and  sale  (cold  mix  method  only  was 

used)  .  1 

For  the  storage  and  sale  (pre-packed  only) .  145 


Total 


146 
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Slaughterhouse 

There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  ;  this  is  in  Valley 
Road,  Cinderford  and  is  privately  owned. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  and 
Inspected 

2,688 

— 

46 

,  .. 

8,278 

8,378 

— 

All  disease  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

1 

1 

10 

11 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

296 

■ 

- 

455 

486 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

11.1 

2.2 

5.6 

5.9 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

. 

. 

_ ___ 

. 

_  _ 

. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

_ 

- 

■ 

_ 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.5 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Condemned  at  Slaughterhouse 

Carcase  meat  . 

Bovine,  sheep  and  pig  livers 

Lights  . 

Bovine  heads  . 

Pigs  heads  . 


2,250  lbs. 
2,376  „ 
38  „ 
130  „ 
602  „ 
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Food  Condemned  (other  than  at  Slaughterhouse) 

Bacon  .  8f  lbs. 

Veal .  6  lb.  7  ozs. 

Ox  tongue  .  6  lb. 

Jellied  veal  .  6  lb. 

11  Capons  .  78  lbs. 

Brisket  of  beef  .  4  lbs. 

In  addition  to  the  above  table,  37f  lbs  of  packeted  food  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  following  a  breakdown  of  refrigeration  plant.  The  total 
weight  of  the  food  surrendered  was  1  cwt.  6  lbs.  11  ozs. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Fifteen  slaughtermen  were  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  for  food. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  District  and  no 
dressed  poultry  was  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 

Water  Act,  1945 

Twenty  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  sources  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Lab¬ 
oratory  in  Gloucester. 

Samples  taken  : 

Mains  supply  12  :  all  satisfactory 
Other  sources  8  :  6  unsatisfactory 

2  satisfactory 

The  users  of  these  unsatisfactory  supplies  were  warned  to  boil  the 
water  before  drinking. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  are  three  swimming  pools  in  the  District,  one  is  at  Abenhall 
Secondary  School  and  the  other  two  are  private,  one  at  an  Hotel  and 
the  other  at  a  Private  School. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Two  applications  were  made  in  respect  of  such  premises  which  were 
inspected  and  registered  accordingly. 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Factory  premises  registered  at  the  commencement  of  1972  ....  75 

Factory  premises  removed  from  register  during  the  year  ....  2 

Factory  premises  added  to  the  register  during  the  year  ....  3 

Number  of  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  76 
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Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

( i )  Factories  in  which  Sections 

I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author- 

ltlCS  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  ...  . 

73 

16 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

Total 

76 

19 

3 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at 
the  premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


Particulars 

Numbe 
in  which  defe 

r  of  cases 
jets  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

. 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6) 

--  -  - 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

1 

1 

■  -  -- 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Total . 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Outworkers 

There  were  45  outworkers  employed  in  the  carding  of  pins  and 
clips  by  a  factory  outside  the  District.  No  cases  of  default  under  Section 
133  or  instances  under  Section  134  of  the  Act  came  to  light. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Registration  and  Inspections 


Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total 
number  of 
Registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number  of 
Registered 
premises 
receiving  an 
inspection 
during  year 

Offices 

— 

25 

11 

Retail  shops 

1 

113 

56 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  ... 

— 

1 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens  ... 

_ 

7 

4 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

— 

T  otals  . . .  ...  •••  ••• 

1 

147 

71 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  workplace  : 


Number  of 

Persons 

Class  of  workplace 

employed 

Offices  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

98 

Retail  shops 

373 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ... 

9 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ... 

22 

Canteens 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

T  OTAL  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  • 

503 

Total  Males 

195 

Total  Females 

308 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  collection  of  refuse  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  throughout 
the  District  and  very  few  complaints  were  received. 

The  three  refuse  disposal  sites  at  Cinderford,  Rlakeney  and  Longhope 
continued  to  be  used  successfully  and  no  great  problems  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  fourth  site  at  Brierley  was  kept  as  a  reserve.  As  in 
the  past,  the  tips  were  open  to  receive  bulky  items  either  during  working 
hours  or  by  appointment  at  other  times. 

Street  Cleansing 

The  meetings  that  took  place  during  the  previous  year  with  the 
Parish  Councils  to  evolve  a  uniform  method  of  street  cleansing,  came 
to  a  successful  conclusion.  The  District  Council  were  prepared  to  help 
each  Parish  Council  with  the  cost  of  employing  a  handyman  in  each 
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Parish,  and  to  provide  protective  clothing  and  equipment  necessary  to 
operate  the  scheme.  During  the  year  six  Parishes  were  operating  this 
scheme. 

In  addition  to  this,  litter  bins  were  provided  and  replaced  as  and 
when  necessary  throughout  the  District.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
however,  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  bins  from  the  suppli¬ 
ers,  this  being  due  mainly  to  a  steel  shortage. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  sewerage  systems  and  sewage  plants  operated  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year.  Works  of  renovation  and  repair  were  undertaken 
at  the  Soudley  sewage  disposal  works.  Work  was  started  on  the  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Churcham  and  sewer  extensions  in  that  area. 

The  sewer  extensions  at  Harrow  Hill,  Ruardean  Hill,  The  Hawthorns, 
and  several  smaller  schemes  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Preliminary  investigations  were  made  for  the  further  sewer  extension 
schemes  in  the  Plump  Hill,  The  Pludds,  Ruardean  Woodside  and 
Brierley  areas. 

Civic  Amenities 

As  in  previous  years,  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  abandoned 
vehicles  as  and  when  necessary.  Complaints  were  received  regarding 
the  depositing  of  bulky  rubbish  at  lay-bys  on  the  main  roads.  Attempts 
were  made  to  trace  the  offenders,  with  little  success,  and  it  is  realised 
that  this  is  a  nation  wide  problem  which  is  becoming  more  and  more 
prevalent  each  year. 

Clean  Air  Acts,  1956-1968 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  Section  3  (3) 

This  Section  of  the  Act  requires  notice  of  proposals  to  install  a 
boiler  or  industrial  plant.  This  Section  gives  the  opportunity  to  the 
Department  of  ensuring  that  the  plant  to  be  installed  is  satisfactory  or 
requires  special  apparatus  to  comply  with  the  Act. 

During  the  year  ten  notifications  were  received  and  in  five  cases5 
approval  of  chimney  heights  was  also  necessary. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1968.  Section  6 

This  Section  requires  an  occupier  to  apply  and  obtain  approval  of 
the  proposed  chimney  height  prior  to  using  the  furnace  connected  to 
the  chimney.  The  Local  Authority  must  notify  the  applicant  of  their 
decision  within  28  days,  or  the  height  is  deemed  to  be  approved. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  height  requirement  is  based  upon  the 
emission  of  sulphur  dioxide  together  with  the  topography  of  the  area. 
Five  applications  for  approval  were  received.  Two  applications  were 
approved  subject  to  conditions  governing  the  type  of  fuel  and  the 
diameter  of  the  chimney.  Three  applications  were  refused,  but  in  these 
cases  the  Department  notified  the  applicants  of  the  heights  that  would 
be  acceptable.  The  applicants  lodged  appeals  with  the  Department  of 
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the  Environment  against  the  Council’s  refusal  to  approve  their  proposed 
heights.  The  Department  submitted  statements  of  cases  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Environment,  but  up  to  the  31st  December,  no  date  had 
been  decided  for  the  site  meetings  with  an  Inspector  appointed  by  the 
Environment  Secretary. 

Section  2 

This  Section  deals  with  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust  from  furnaces 
and  empowers  the  Department  of  the  Environment  to  make  Regulations 
prescribing  limits  of  emission. 

One  application  required  consideration  under  this  Section.  This 
related  to  the  installation  of  a  cold  blast  cupola  for  melting  scrap  iron 
and  pig  iron.  The  application  was  approved  subject  to  the  provision 
of  a  wet  grit  arrester  and  water  treatment  plant. 

During  the  year  a  few  complaints  were  received  regarding  garden 
bonfires.  Of  a  more  serious  nature  was  the  burning  of  trade  waste  and 
car  bodies  causing  black  smoke.  In  the  circumstances  the  respective 
occupiers  received  formal  warnings  that  a  recurrence  would  result  in 
legal  proceedings  under  Section  1  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968. 

Alkali  etc.,  Works  Regulation  Act,  1906  (extended  by  the  Alkali 

etc.,  Works  Orders  1966  and  1971) 

Close  liaison  was  maintained  between  the  District  Alkali  Inspector  ate 
and  this  Department. 

Air  Monitoring — Cinderford 

The  use  of  lead  candles  for  monitoring  was  discontinued  in  May  and 
the  use  of  rainwater  collecting  apparatus  was  substituted.  It  was  found 
that  a  broader  spectrum  of  possible  pollutants  could  be  detected  by 
analysing  the  rainwater. 

The  analyses  were  undertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Bristol  and 
the  reports  were  submitted  at  monthly  intervals. 

The  results  were  favourable  in  comparison  with  similar  areas  through¬ 
out  the  Country.  • 

It  was  observed  that  the  monitor  near  a  main  road  consistently 
showed  the  greatest  concentration  of  nitrites,  which  was  most  probably 
due  to  motor  vehicle  exhaust  emissions. 

Noise 

Noise  complaints  are  considered  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act, 
1960.  The  complaints  were  in  the  main  concerned  with  industrial 
noise  and  were  resolved  by  informal  action.  During  the  year  the  Depart¬ 
ment  submitted  observations  to  the  Planning  Authority  in  appropriate 
cases. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act,  1949 

Treatments  are  carried  out  by  a  rodent  officer  under  contract  to  the 
Council.  In  addition  to  carrying  out  rodent  treatments  in  domestic 
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properties,  the  officer  undertakes  treatments  for  insect  pests  and  the 
removal  of  animal  carcases  in  certain  cases. 

The  relevant  figures  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : 


Number  of  properties  in  District  (Non-Agricultural) 

7,767 

Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby  properties) 
inspected  following  notification 

389 

Number  infested  bv  (i)  Rats 

172 

(ii)  Mice  . 

55 

Housing  Progress 

Mr.  L.  A.  Andrews,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on  the 
number  of  houses  completed  : — 

Council  Houses 


Parish 

19' 

72 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

including 

1972 

Total 

Houses 

O.P.B’s 

Awre 

25 

7 

92 

92 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

— 

Churcham 

— 

— 

— 

12 

12 

Cinderford 

14 

8 

80 

422* 

502 

Drybrook 

10 

2 

6 

221  f* 

227 

Huntley 

— 

— 

— 

21 

21 

Littledean 

4 

— 

— 

145 

145 

Longhope 

— 

— 

6 

30 

36 

Mitcheldean  . . . 

— 

— 

6 

171 

177 

Ruardean 

2 

8 

10 

125 

135 

Ruspidge 

— 

— 

26 

122 

148 

Totals 

55 

25 

134 

1,361 

1,495 

*Eight  prefabs  demolished  at  Drybrook  and  one  house  at  Cinderford. 
f  This  includes  one  privately  built  house  purchased  by  the  Council. 


Private  Houses 

One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  private  dwellings  were  completed 
during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  1,544  since  1946. 


Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  applications  were  investigated  and  grants  were 
approved  by  the  Council,  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Grant 

Approved 

Completed 

in  1972 

in  1972 

Standard 

56 

48 

Discretionary 

92 

47 
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Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

The  waiting  list  for  Council  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 

Cinderford  470,  Ruardean  60,  Drybrook  160,  Mitcheldean  98, 
Littledean  92,  Churcham  15,  Longhope  42,  Huntley  23,  Ruspidge  76 
and  Blakeney  90,  making  a  total  of  1,126. 
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GLOUCESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  F.  J.  Chamberlayne 
Vice-Chairman  :  W.  G.  Fear 

Members  (at  May,  1972):  Councillors  Mrs.  E.  A.  Besley,  C.  G.  Aston, 
J.  S.  Cairns  Terry,  C.  J.  De  Lisle  Wells,  A.  I.  Dodsworth,  W. 
Evans,  P.  V.  Falconer,  H.  A.  Gardiner,  C.  D.  Herbert,  G.  Howard, 
C.  G.  Mayo,  R.  T.  Merrett,  T.  Morgan,  K.  H.  Plested,  G.  B.  W. 
Savage,  N.  E.  I.  Thomas,  G.  K.  Warren,  Major  P.  W.  Weller, 
F.  W.  Wherrett  and  W.  J.  Wickes. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Petroleum  Officer  :  S.  W.  D.  Harris, 

C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 
Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  :  G.  G.  Viggers,  c.s.i.b., 

F.A.P.H.I.,  A.I.H.E. 

Divisional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  P.  M.  Jones,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i., 

M.R.S.H.,  A.I.H.E.  (resigned  30.6.72). 
Divisional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  L.  S.  Scourfield,  c.s.i.b., 

M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Divisional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  N.  J.  Davis,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i., 

M.R.S.H. 


Divisional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  R.  E.  Workman,  c.s.i.b.  (from 

1.8.72). 

Authorised  Meat  Inspector  :  R.  C.  Bullock. 

Technical  Assistant  :  K.  Burgham,  m.s.a.a.t.,  a.m.r.s.h.  (from  6.6.72). 
Administrative  Assistant  :  Mrs.  B.  L.  Gaze  (resigned  31.7.72). 

Mrs.  J.  Bowery  (from  4.9.72). 

Shorthand  Typist/ General  Assistant  :  Mrs.  S.  M.  Golding. 

Senior  General  Assistant  :  F.  Greenwood. 

Rodent  Operator  :  W.  B.  Newman. 


Statistics 

Population=38,210  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1972). 

Area=67,830  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings=12,186. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1972,  was  £1,517,901. 

Product  of  lp.  Rate  at  the  31st  March,  1972,  was  £14,444. 

Number  of  Live  Births=502.  Number  of  Deaths—385. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths=117. 

Birth  Rate=13.1  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.02  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  13.4.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  0.90. 

Death  Rate=10.1  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.09  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  11.0.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  race  to  the  national  rate  is  0.91. 
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Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

262 

207 

469 

17 

16 

33 

279 

223 

502 

Still  Births 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Deaths  of 

infants 

under  1  wk. 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1-4  weeks 

4  wks.-l  yr. 

1 

1 

2 

' 

■ 

1 

1 

2 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Caravans  and  Mains  Water 
Supply 


Parish 

Census 

1971 

Number  of  Dwellings 

Properties 
connected  to 
Mains  Water 
Supply 

Houses 

Caravans 

Arlingham 

301 

112 

1 

88 

Ashleworth 

300 

96 

3 

60 

Brockworth 

6,403 

1,257 

50 

1,283 

Brookthorpe- 

w-Whaddon 

287 

85 

68 

Chaceley 

121 

39 

1 

27 

Churchdown 

10,017 

2,720 

3 

2,692 

Down 

Hatherley 

383 

136 

_ 

114 

Eastington 

1,324 

383 

20 

388 

Elmore 

250 

77 

— 

52 

Forthampton 

163 

55 

— 

41 

Frampton- 
on- Severn 

1,231 

248 

1 

212 

Fretherne- 

w-Saul 

696 

222 

1 

190 

Frocester 

193 

50 

1 

38 

Hardwicke 

824 

266 

12 

236 

Harescombe 

229 

76 

— 

43 

Haresfield 

364 

114 

— 

18 

Hasfield 

163 

46 

— 

34 

Highnam 

590 

170 

12 

163 

Hucclecote 

747 

242 

— 

236 

Innsworth 

2,266 

432 

— 

429 

Longford 

992 

258 

1 

247 

Longney 

221 

72 

— 

52 

Maisemore 

442 

109 

— 

77 

Minsterworth 

421 

113 

5 

91 

Moreton 

Valence 

106 

51 

4 

43 

Newnham 

1,201 

319 

3 

275 

Norton 

323 

114 

— 

93 

Quedgeley 

1,174 

300 

60 

334 

Sandhurst 

378 

103 

70 

149 

Standish 

585 

101 

2 

28 

Tirley 

303 

88 

— 

52 

Twigworth 

558 

51 

165 

202 

Upton  St. 
Leonards 

1,785 

491 

9 

438 

Westbury- 
on- Severn 

1,619 

441 

2 

291 

Whitminster 

431 

120 

4 

114 

Totals 

37,391 

9,557 

430 

8,898 

The  information  in  this  table  except  the  Census  figures,  was  supplied 
by  Mr.  L.  W,  Packer. 


31 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Mr.  S.  W.  D.  Harris  reports  as  follows  : 

During  the  year  much  time  has  had  to  be  devoted  to  preparation  for 
the  reorganisation  of  local  government,  but  with  the  full  co-operation 
of  the  staff  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  an  acceptable  standard  of 
service  to  the  public. 

The  Gloucester  Rural  District  Council  can  look  back  with  justifiable 
pride  to  their  achievements  in  the  public  health  field,  particularly  in 
relation  to  the  provision  of  water  supplies,  sewerage,  food  and  drugs 
administration  and  the  virtual  elimination  of  slum  conditions. 

Looking  to  the  future,  in  the  tortuous  evolution  of  the  human  race 
a  stage  has  been  reached  when,  through  the  rapid  acceleration  of  science 
and  technology,  man  has  acquired  the  ability  to  transform  his  environ¬ 
ment  on  an  unprecedented  scale.  Both  aspects  of  this  environment,  the 
natural  and  the  man-made  are  essential  to  man’s  well-being  and  to  the 
enjoyment  of  basic  human  rights.  The  reorganisation  of  local  govern¬ 
ment  presents  an  opportunity  to  co-ordinate  public  health  work  over  a 
wide  field  in  order  to  meet  the  increasing  demands  of  a  more  sophistica¬ 
ted  society. 

The  statistical  matter  and  remarks  which  follow  have  particular 
significance  in  this  context,  and  it  is,  for  this  reason  that  emphasis  has 
been  placed  again  on  food  hygiene,  housing  and  noise  abatement. 

Before  commencing  the  main  Report,  I  should  like  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  Council,  and  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments  as  well 
as  the  Gloucester  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the  Public  Analyst  for 
their  continued  support  and  co-operation. 
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Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  District 

A  summary  of  the  visits  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
is  tabulated  below  : — 


Subject 

Number 
of  Inspec¬ 
tions 

Notices 

Served 

Defects 
after  i 

•emedied 

lotice 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Dwelling  Houses 

2,137 

34 

— 

29 

— 

Water  Supplies 

79 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Food  Premises 

225 

19 

— 

13 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

897 

8 

— 

6 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories,  etc. 

124 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage  and 
Sewerage 

557 

38 

— 

28 

— 

Atmospheric 

Pollution 

75 

— 

— 

5 

— ■ 

Infectious  Disease 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pests 

46 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Caravans 

456 

13 

2 

7 

2 

Noise  Abatement 

294 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Petroleum 

158 

4 

— 

7 

— 

Offices,  Shops  & 
Railway  Permises 

58 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hairdressers 

13 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Health  Education 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Animal  Boarding 
Establishments 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

484 

17 

5 

12 

3 

Total 

5,695 

140 

7 

110 

5 

The  table  shows  the  inspections  which  were  required  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  Council’s  duties  under  the  various  statutory  provisions 
relating  to  public  health. 
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Matters  requiring  attention  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  by  the  public,  Members  of  the  Council,  Parish  Councils  and  by 
Members  of  Parliament.  In  addition,  many  inspections,  e.g.  of  food 
premises,  houses  and  factories,  are  necessary  to  comply  with  the  law. 

In  spite  of  the  large  volume  of  work  there  were  very  few  instances 
when  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  action.  This  excellent  result 
has  only  been  achieved  after  the  expenditure  of  much  time  and  patience 
by  the  staff,  to  whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due. 

The  Department  has  for  some  years  adopted  a  policy  of  advice  and 
education  rather  than  enforcement,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
public  respond  favourably  to  this  approach. 


Water  Supplies 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961 

Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts,  1944-1961 

Water  Act,  1945 

Water  Resources  Act,  1963 

The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  supplies  water  to 
the  District,  and  88  per  cent  of  the  properties  in  it  are  now  so  supplied. 

Consistently  good  results  were  shown  as  a  result  of  regular  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examinations  of  mains  supplies. 

The  Council  approved  a  Scheme  designed  to  provide  Haresfield 
Village  with  a  mains  supply  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £4,722.  The  Scheme 
has  been  completed  and  arrangements  were  put  in  hand  for  the  subse¬ 
quent  transfer  of  individual  house  connections  from  the  existing 
unsatisfactory  supply. 

A  few  properties  are  still  supplied  from  shallow  wells  and  it  is  in¬ 
evitable  in  such  a  scattered  Rural  District  that  some  of  these  will  never 
be  provided  with  a  mains  supply.  Advice  regarding  filtration  and 
chlorination  is  given  by  the  Department  on  request. 

Rural  Sanitation 

Cleansing  of  Cesspools 

The  Council’s  cesspool  cleansing  scheme  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily  and  in  spite  of  progress  with  main  drainage  there  was  an 
increased  demand  for  this  service. 

Increasing  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  disposing  of  cesspool 
contents  and  this  problem  will  require  concerted  action  by  the  new 
District  Councils  and  the  Severn  River  Authority. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  three  public  conveniences  in  the  District  and  there  is 
evidence  that  these  have  been  greatly  appreciated  particularly  by  the 
travelling  public.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  vandalism  was  not  a 
problem  and  further  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  provision  of 
conveniences  both  at  Churchdown  and  Brockworth. 
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Caravan  Sites 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 
Caravan  Sites  Act,  1968 

The  caravan  site  for  gipsies,  provided  jointly  by  the  County  Council 
and  Gloucester  City  Council,  has  been  operational  for  18  months  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  There  was  a  marked  reduction  in 
camping  on  highway  verges  in  the  northern  parishes  but  it  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  the  provision  of  this  site  will  achieve  the  long-term  aim 
of  integrating  these  families  into  the  community. 

Substantial  improvements  were  made  in  relation  to  fire-fighting 
facilities  on  privately-owned  sites,  but  only  by  regular  inspection  can 
the  Council  ensure  that  equipment  and  notices  are  maintained  to  the 
very  high  standard  required  in  this  particular  situation. 

There  are,  at  present,  insufficient  vacant  pitches  on  caravan  sites  to 
permit  of  a  wide  choice  by  caravan  families  with  the  result  that  many 
who  wish  to  move  cannot  do  so.  A  continuing  problem  is  that  of  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  pitches  available  e.g.  because  sites  are 
closing  or  because  the  larger  size  of  modern  caravans  reduces  the  number 
which  may  safely  be  placed  on  a  given  site. 


Noise  Abatement 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Noise  arises  in  this  District  mainly  from  machinery,  e.g.  grain  dryers, 
entertainment  and  traffic. 

The  assessment  of  noise  nuisance  is  difficult  in  view  of  its  subjective 
nature  and  the  officers  have  to  employ  a  complicated  system  of  measure¬ 
ment,  comparison  and  evaluation  in  their  investigations.  The  two 
parameters  that  must  be  monitored  are  the  measured  level  of  noise  in 
perceived  decibels  and  the  duration  of  time  the  affected  persons  are 
exposed  to  it. 

A  number  of  investigations  were  carried  out  following  complaints 
from  residents  from  various  parts  of  the  District,  with  satisfactory 
results.  Some  problems,  however,  had  not  been  capable  of  solution 
during  the  year  and  with  growing  public  resentment  of  the  vitiation  of 
their  environment  by  noise  pollution,  it  is  evident  that  the  public 
health  inspectors  will  be  required  to  devote  an  increasing  proportion  of 
their  time  to  this  problem. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

This  important  service  to  ratepayers  has  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily,  providing  a  free  service  to  private  domestic  properties 
and  recovering  charges  expended  in  respect  of  other  types  of  premises. 

The  Council’s  sewers  have  been  baited  for  infestations  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  and  the  table  below  shows  the  results. 

Warfarin  resistance  in  rodents  has  not  been  found  within  the  Council’s 
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area  and  accordingly  this  relatively  safe  poison  continues  to  be  used 
almost  exclusively,  for  the  control  of  rats  and  mice. 


Inspections 

Treatment 

Private  dwellings  (including  Council 
Properties) 

1,252 

313 

Farms 

360 

133 

Business  Premises 

72 

23 

Sewers 

279 

3 

Schools 

50 

8 

Residential  Homes 

19 

6 

Sewage  Works  and  Depots 

38 

8 

Other  Open  Spaces 

— 

— 

Total  . 

2,070 

494 

Sewers 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Brockworth 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Churchdown  ... 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Eastington 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Framp  ton-on- S  evern 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Fretherne- with- Saul 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Highnam 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Hucclecote 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Innsworth 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Longford 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Maisemore 

Treatment 

Satisfactory 

Newnham-on-Severn  ... 

Treatment 

Satisfactory 

Westbury-on-Severn  ... 

Treatment 

Satisfactory 

Upton-St.-Leonards 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 

Whitminster 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-52 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963 


Total 

No. 

No. 

of 

In¬ 

spec¬ 

tions 

No. 

fitted 

to 

com¬ 

ply 

with 

Reg. 

16 

Regulation 

19 

Type  of  Business 

No. 

to 

which 

Reg. 

19 

app¬ 

lies 

No. 

fitted 

to 

com¬ 

ply 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

71 

34 

71 

71 

71 

This  includes 

Grocery  and  Provi- 

93 

43 

85 

79 

73 

School  Canteens. 
This  includes  sweet 

sion  Shops 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

81 

49 

81 

shops  and  che¬ 
mists. 

Registered  under 

Butchers  Shops 

11 

42 

11 

11 

11 

S.16  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Most  Ice-Cream 
sold  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  is  prepacked. 
Six  shops  regis- 

Fishmongers 

4 

5 

3 

3 

3 

tered  under  S.16 
Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955.  Sausage 
making. 

This  includes  fried 

Bakehouses 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

and  wet  fish. 

These  are  small  & 

Licensed  Premises 

45 

34 

49 

49 

49 

only  supply  a  small 
proportion  to  the 
population. 

Dairies 

4 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Wholesale  Premises 

3 

16 

3 

3 

3 

Inspected  under 

(Food  Manufacture) 

Farms 

11 

11 

Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1960. 

Total 

325 

239 

309 

218 

212 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 

The  heavy  pollution  of  air,  sea  and  land  on  a  universal  basis  is 
manifesting  itself  more  and  more  in  the  food  we  consume  in  the  form 
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of  chemicals,  pesticides  and  toxic  metals,  and,  in  the  case  of  some  of 
the  substances  being  isolated  in  food,  the  long  term  results  of  their 
effects  on  man  are  not  known. 

The  change  in  our  eating  habits  continues  with  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  vending  and  convenience  food  and  deep  freeze  industries.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  desire  to  take  part  in  this  rapid  growth  sector  does  not 
always  result  in  food  hygiene  and  handling  techniques  receiving  the 
kind  of  attention  they  demand. 

The  question  of  date  stamping  food  is  under  active  consideration 
and  was  highlighted  by  considerable  coverage  in  the  national  press  and 
television.  Many  firms  already  practice  open  date  stamping  of  foods  and 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  have  established  a 
commission  to  review  the  matter.  This  is  a  subject  which  is  more 
complex  than  is  at  first  appreciated  from  a  superficial  examination,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  ultimately  a  uniform  coding  system  will  emerge. 

Calls  have  also  been  made  for  inspectors  to  have  powers  of  instant 
closure  of  establishments  which  grossly  contravene  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  A  Disqualification  Order  can  be  obtained  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  but  this  Section  is  little  used  as 
Courts  are  not  always  sympathetic. 

Much  concern  is  expressed  on  the  practical  difficulties  of  inspecting 
imported  foods  entering  the  Country  in  sealed  containers  which  are  not 
opened  at  the  docks.  The  only  obligation  upon  the  importer  is  that  he 
undertakes  not  to  open  the  container  until  it  reaches  its  destination 
point.  The  port  of  entry  notifies  the  inland  authority,  but  unless  this 
is  done  very  quickly  the  container  may  have  been  opened  and  the  food 
distributed. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  public  are  taking  a  greater  interest  in 
food  matters  and  are  demanding  better  standards.  This  stems  from  a 
greater  awareness  in  their  environment  as  a  whole.  As  the  food  industry 
becomes  more  efficient,  new  preservation  and  presentation  techniques 
are  developed  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  obliged  to  keep  pace 
with  these  developments.  Greater  emphasis  on  the  bacteriological 
effects  and  chemistry  of  food  requires  that  a  close  liaison  is  maintained 
with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  Public  Analyst. 

Ice-cream 

During  1972,  three  new  premises  were  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Slaughterhouses 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  1972. 

1.  Churchdown — Chapel  Hay. 

2.  Eastington — Alkerton  Place 

3.  Westbury-on- Severn — The  Flatt. 

4.  Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon — Brickhouse  Farm. 

A  100  per  cent  ante  and  post  mortem  inspection  service  was  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Department’s  Officers. 
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The  incidence  of  disease  remained  low  and  this  reflects  a  general 
improvement  of  herd  health  which  in  turn  has  resulted  in  a  change  in 
the  pattern  of  meat  inspection.  With  the  very  effective  eradication 
schemes  for  conditions  such  as  tuberculosis  and  swine  fever,  more 
emphasis  is  being  placed  on  histopathological  diagnosis.  The  conditions 
which  continue  to  account  for  a  large  amount  of  condemnation  of  meat 
and  offal  are  fascioliasis,  cirrhosis,  abscesses,  carcinoma,  ascaris  lumbri- 
coides  and  acute  pneumonia.  However,  much  more  attention  has  to  be 
given  to  matters  which  do  not  manifest  themselves  as  clearly  as  the 
aforementioned  conditions.  The  feeding  of  low  level  antibiotics  has 
given  rise  to  drug  resistant  bacteria,  particularly  the  enterobacteriaceal 
group,  which  includes  the  Salmonella,  and  this  characteristic  can  be 
transferred  to  humans. 

It  is  recommended  that  organic  arsenical  compounds  used  in  the 
treatment  of  animals  should  not  be  given  for  10  days  before  slaughter, 
and  whilst  it  is  unlikely  that  human  beings  would  be  poisoned  from 
such  meat,  constant  vigilance  must  be  exercised. 

The  complexity  of  some  of  these  developments  is  requiring  a  greater 
level  of  expertise  and  closer  collaboration  with  the  veterinary  profession. 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Twenty-six  applications  were  received  under  the  provision  of  the 
above  mentioned  Act  for  licences  to  slaughter  animals.  These  were  all 
granted  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 

Knackers’  Yards 

1.  Sandhurst — Farrans  Farms. 

2.  Longlevens — Paygrove  Farm. 

These  received  routine  inspections  during  the  year,  in  collaboration 
with  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  and 
inspected 

1,367 

89 

86 

4,900 

3,852 

— 

All  disease  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

1 

4 

8 

6 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

262 

8 

8 

164 

134 

-- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

19.2 

13.5 

18.6 

3.5 

3.6 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

__ 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

_ 

- 

13 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.3 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  • 
was  condemned 

2 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  requirement  under  the  Meat  (Sterilisation)  Regulations,  1969, 
that  all  meat  not  fit  for  human  consumption  must  be  sterilised,  are 
stringently  enforced  in  the  Council’s  area. 

Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned  for  : 

(i)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis  8,003  lb. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis  .  130  lb. 

(iii)  Cysticercosis  .  37  lb. 


Total  . 

(or  3  tons  12  cwt.  106  lb.) 


8,170  lb. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs 


Article 

Non-Preserved 

lb. 

Preserved, 
Tinned,  etc. 
lb. 

Meat  . 

8,511 

12 

Flour  and  Cereals  . 

48 

— 

Vegetables 

149 

— 

Fish  . 

308 

— 

Cheese  and  Fats 

— 

- — . 

Fruit 

— 

41 

Cream  and  Evaporated  Milk 

— 

— 

Other 

35 

- — ■ 

Total  . 

9,051 

53 

Health  Education 

Lectures  on  various  aspects  of  Environmental  Health  have  been  given 
to  schools,  technical  institutes,  professional  bodies  and  local  organisa¬ 
tions  to  meet  the  continuing  demand  of  the  Health  Education  Service 
offered  by  the  Council. 

There  is  a  greater  awareness  amongst  the  general  public  of  the 
environment,  and  considerable  interest  has  been  expressed  in  matters 
which  affect  the  quality  of  life.  In  this  sphere  particularly,  local  interest 
was  generated  by  the  proposals  made  in  the  Severnside  Study  and  likely 
effect  upon  the  area. 

The  Council  continue  to  keep  a  close  liaison  with  the  Gloucestershire 
County  Health  Education  Service. 


Slum  Clearance — Housing  Act,  1957.  Action  taken  during  1972 
Part  II 

1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

made  .  8 

(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  .  1 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  .  11 

(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  .  8 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  can¬ 

celled  after  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 
houses  made  fit .  1 
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2.  Section  18 

Closing  orders  on  parts  of  buildings  .  — 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  .  1 

4.  Section  27 

Closing  orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit  3 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted  — 

6.  Part  III 

Clearance  and  Re-development  .  — 

7.  Part  IV 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding .  — 


Housing  Act,  1957 

The  availability  of  improvement  grants  has  resulted  in  almost  all 
unfit  properties  either  being  purchased  for  renovation  or  being  put  into 
a  habitable  condition  by  their  owners.  The  effect  is  also  being  noticed 
in  relation  to  properties  which  are  substantially  sound  but  which  lack 
the  standard  amenities  as  these  are  being  improved  to  a  high  standard. 
The  result  of  this  is  that  the  number  of  houses  falling  into  the  unfit 
category  is  decreasing  annually. 

The  Housing  Survey  has  continued  and  the  information  gathered 
is  proving  increasingly  useful.  Information  concerning  the  condition  of 
property  obtained  from  systematic  inspection  enables  appropriate  action 
to  be  taken  so  that  frequently,  repairs  can  be  required  to  be  done  before 
the  house  becomes  suitable  only  for  Closing  or  Demolition  action.  In 
some  cases  where  several  properties  in  the  same  vicinity  are  in  one 
ownership,  the  co-operation  of  the  owner  has  been  obtained  and  all  the 
properties  brought  up  to  standard. 

The  inability  to  rehouse  families  from  some  properties  on  which  the 
Council  have  commenced  Housing  Act  action  is  still  causing  concern  as 
this  results  in  the  occupiers  having  to  remain  in  occupation  of  sub¬ 
standard  houses,  and  the  service  of  Closing  and  Demolition  Orders 
delayed. 

It  is  hoped  that  some  Council  houses  can  be  made  available  for 
rehousing  the  more  urgent  cases. 

In  general  the  standard  of  housing  in  the  District  is  satisfactory  and 
improving  yearly. 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

1,306  searches  were  required  and  in  some  cases  inspections  of  the 
properties  were  necessary. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
13  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

7 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

84 

103 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

49 

13 

Total  . 

140 

120 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


Particulars 

ii 

Numbe 
i  which  defe 

r  of  cases 
icts  were  foi 

ind 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tn 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

_____ 

_____ 

_ 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  ... 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

1 

1 

_____ 

_ 

_____ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out- work)  ... 

1 

1 

Total . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII 


Outwork 

Fourteen  outworkers  were  listed  in  the  District  during  1972.  These 
were  employed  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

Factories  Act  inspections  are  combined,  where  possible,  with  visits 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960, 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  the  Petroleum  Regulations  etc. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Number  of  registered  premises 
receiving  a  general  inspection 
during  the  year 


Offices . 

6 

Retail  Shops  . 

41 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  ... 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

the  public,  canteens 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

1 

58 

The  working  conditions  of  industrial  workers  have  been  controlled 
by  the  Factories  Acts  for  many  years.  This  control  did  not  apply  to 
persons  working  in  offices,  shops,  and  similar  premises,  who  comprised 
a  substantial  part  of  the  nation’s  working  population,  until  the  advent 
of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963.  In  addition  to 
the  control  of  cleanliness,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation,  and  washing 
arrangements,  the  Act  lays  upon  local  authorities  responsibilities  for 
investigating  and  dealing  with  accidents  arising  on  these  premises. 

Liaison  is  maintained  with  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  no 
particular  difficulties  were  experienced  in  operating  this  Act  during  the 
year. 

Petroleum  Administration 

Ninety-six  installations  were  licensed  by  the  Council  for  the  storage 
of  petroleum  spirit  during  the  year  and  no  particular  difficulties  were 
encountered. 


HOUSING,  1972 

Mr.  Healey  of  the  Clerk’s  Department  supplied  me  with  the  following 
figures  : — 

Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Council  .  — 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  183 


183 


Number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1972  : — 
By  the  Council  : — 

Broadfield  Road,  Eastington  .  21 

Ash  Path,  Upton- St.  Leonards .  3 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  151 


175 
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Number  of  dwellings  sold  to  tenants  in  1972  .  25 

Number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  at  31st 

December,  1972  2,209 

Number  of  applicants  on  Council’s  Housing  List 

At  31st  December,  1971  590 

At  31st  December,  1972  847 

Housing  Progress  : — 

Number  of  dwellings  erected  from  1st  April, 

1945  to  31st  December,  1972  : — 

By  Council  and  Local  Housing  Association  2,557 
By  Private  Enterprise  . 7,000 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 


Chairman  :  E.  E.  Emmett 


Vice-Chairman  :  P.  E.  Goatman 


Members  (at  May,  1972)  :  Councillors  Miss  D.  M.  Edmunds,  Mrs.  J. 
Graham,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hallworth,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Riches,  F.  N.  G. 
Cooke,  N.  H.  Cooke,  R.  C.  C.  Cookman,  C.  D.  Creswick,  J.  H.  G. 
Darters,  M.  G.  Edwards,  D.  G.  Emery,  H.  N.  Fothergill,  H.  Harley, 
A.  S.  Hinton,  A.  F.  G.  Hopes,  A.  P.  L.  James,  R.  Meredith, 
T.  H.  Pensom,  T.  L.  Richards,  W.  Sage  and  T.  E.  Wilcox. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Public  Health  Inspector  :  R.  H.  Aldus,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Statistics 

Population= 16,000  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1972). 

Area=24,597  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings=5,423. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1972,  was  £538,625. 

Product  of  lp.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1972,  was  £5,300. 

Number  of  Live  Births=210.  Number  of  Deaths=158. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths=52. 

Birth  Rate=13.1  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.02  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  13.4.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  0.90. 

Death  Rate=9.9  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.07  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  10.6.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  0.88. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

11 

legitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

103 

99 

202 

2 

6 

8 

105 

105 

210 

Still  Births 

Deaths  of 

infants 

under  1  wk. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1-4  weeks 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4  wks.-l  yr. 

' 1  ■' 

" 

- . 

'  ■  ■■'  ■ 

1 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Census 

1971 

Number 

of 

Dwellings 

Properties 

Mains  W; 

connected  to 

iter  Supply 

(i)  Direct 

(ii)  Standpipe 

Alvington 

Aylburton 

Hewelsfield 

Lydney 

St.  Briavels 
Tidenham 

Woolaston 

515 

735 

392 

6,455 

1,190 

4,282 

903 

175 

287 

162 

2,550 

502 

1,411 

336 

156 

264* 

147 

2,535 

472 

1,390 

311 

1 

2 

Totals  . 

14,472 

5,423 

5,275 

3 

*This  includes  81  dwellings  connected  to  the  Aylburton  Village 

Supply. 

The  figures  for  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the  connections  to  the 
Mains  Water  Supply  were  given  by  Mr.  W.  A.  B.  Peart,  the  Rating 
Officer. 

Mr  R.  H.  Aldus  reports  as  follows  : 

Slum  Clearance— Housing  Act,  1957.  Action  taken  during  1972 

Part  II 

1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

made  . 

(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 

accepted  that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  . ;•  1 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  ' 

(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  .  -  * 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undei  takings  were  can¬ 

celled  after  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 
houses  made  fit . 

2.  Section  18 

Closing  orders  on  parts  of  buildings 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  . 

4.  Section  27 

Closing  orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted 

6.  Part  III 

Clearance  and  Re-development 

7.  Part  IV 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding . 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  above  Act 
were  received. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Number  of  Sites  (in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been  granted)  : 


Alvington 

Sites  for 
Individual 
Caravans 

1 

Permanent 

Residential 

Sites 

Holiday 

Caravan 

Sites 

Aylburton 

— 

— 

— 

Hewelsfield 

3 

— 

— 

Lydney 

2 

— 

— 

St.  Briavels 

2 

— 

— 

Tidenham 

1 

1 

1 

Woolaston 

(50 

caravans) 

(3 

caravans) 

9  1  1 


Meat 

Slaughterhouse 

Slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  the  slaughterhouse  only  during  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year.  The  attached  butcher's  shop  stopped 
trading  about  mid-year.  These  premises  and  the  surrounding  areas  are 
expected  to  be  redeveloped  in  the  near  future. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  and 
inspected 

14 

— 

— 

48 

11 

— 

All  disease  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2 

4 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  . 

14.3 

_ 

8.3 

— 

Tuberculosis  :  Again  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  carcase,  part  of 
a  carcase  or  organ  of  the  animals  slaughtered  was  affected  by 
tuberculosis. 

Cysticercosis  :  No  animal  was  found  to  be  infested. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

The  Council  i*i  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by 
Section  3  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958,  issued  the  following 
licences  during  the  year  : 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  ....  5 

To  slaughter  and  stun  pigs  only  .  4 

Food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 

Offal  .  28  lbs. 

In  addition  some  20  gallons  of  ice-cream  were  surrendered  following 
the  failure  of  a  freeze  cabinet. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1 .  Number  of  properties  in  District 

4,843 

190 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (includ- 

ing  nearby  premises)  inspected 

following  notification 

149 

— 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

135 

— 

(ii)  Mice  . . . 

14 

— 

3 .  (a)  T otal  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification  . 

— 

— 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

— 

— 

(ii)  Mice  . . . 

Fairground 

Visits  were  made  to  the  annual  fair  at  Lydney,  and  it  was  found  that 
the  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  provided  were  adequate. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Category  of  Premises 

Num¬ 

ber 

Num¬ 
ber  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Remarks 

Grocery 

30 

40 

Sweet  Confectioners  . . . 

11 

9 

All  are  registered  under  Sec. 
16  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 

Butchers  . 

10 

12 

Fruiterers 

5 

7 

Fried  Fish  Shop 

2 

3 

Cafes . 

6 

9 

Chemists  . 

2 

2 

School  Canteens 

13 

5 

Factory  Canteens 

5 

5 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

32 

28 

Dairies  . 

1 

4 

Registered  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1959 

Totals  . 

117 

124 
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Milk 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Dairies  not  at  farms  .  1 

Distributors  .  •••  26 

Distributors  with  premises  outside  the  District  6 

Sedbury  Dairies  Limited  : 

Number  of  Producers  :  60 

Average  daily  throughput  of  milk  :  5,000  gallons 

Bottle  (daily  average)  :  40,000 

Ice-cream 

Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1955 — Section  16  : 

Premises  registered  : 

For  manufacture  (cold  mix  method  used)  .  2 

For  storage  and  sale  (pre-packed)  .  •••■  62 

Visits  were  made  but  no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  respect 
of  the  handling  of  ice-cream  or  of  the  condition  of  the  premises. 


Water  Samples 

Six  samples  taken  from  various  sources  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport. 

Samples  taken  from  : 

North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  .  3 

Gwent  Water  Board  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  2 

Aylburton  Village  Supply  .  1 

6 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Complaints  :  Sixty-two  complaints  were  received  under  the  above 
Act,  fifteen  of  these  were  in  respect  of  defective  drainage  systems. 


Lydney  Shipping 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  1972  : 


Number 

Number 

Number  of  Vessels 

Coastwise 

(Motors) 

(Sailing) 

Tonnage 

reported 
to  be 
defective 

on  which 
defects  were 
remedied 

— 

530 

31,526 

— 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
tics  •  •  •  •  • «  ••• 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  . 

57 

25 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises)  •••  «•« 

26 

16 

Totals  . 

84 

42 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


in 

Number 
which  defec 

of  cases 
ts  were  foun 

d 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosec’tns 

were 

instituted 

Want  of 
cleanliness 
(S.i) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

_ 

___ 

_ 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

(S.4) 

-- 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 

■  --- 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  . . . 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the 

Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding 
offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Register  of  Factories  :  Changes  during  the  year  :  added  5 

removed  1 

Number  of  Registered  Premises  at  the  end  of  1972  :  58 
Outworkers  : 

Thirty-one  persons  were  employed  in  the  carding  of  pins. 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

Twenty-nine  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  storage  of 


Petroleum  Spirit. 

Summary  :  Filling  Stations 

11 

Farms  . 

6 

Factories  . 

5 

Quarries  . 

1 

Business  Premises 

6  Total  29 

Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

There  are  now  no  premises  storing  Carbide  of  Calcium  in  the  District. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

Seasonal  casual  gangs  were  employed  on  a  few  farms  for  blackcurrant 
and  potato  harvesting  and  temporary  sanitary  accommodation  was 
provided. 

Clean  Air 

One  application  for  the  height  of  the  chimney  to  be  determined  was 
received  and  approved. 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Clean  Air  Acts. 


Food  Hygiene 

Market  (Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966 

During  the  year  an  open  air  market  was  started  in  Lydney.  Regular 
inspections  are  made  of  the  stalls  selling  food.  No  action  has  been 
found  necessary. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  mobile  shops  and  delivery  vehicles. 
No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  these  regulations. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  1926 

Three  hundred  and  one  Land  Searches  were  passed  through  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  observation,  a  number  of  which  required 
identification  and  inspection. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Two  premises  are  registered  under  the  above  Act. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  in  the  District. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District. 
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Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Two  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  this  Act. 

Game  Act,  1831 

One  Game  Dealer’s  Licence  was  granted  under  the  above  Act. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act,  1963 

One  licence  authorising  the  keeping  of  a  boarding  establishment  for 
animals  was  granted.  Periodical  visits  were  made  but  no  action  was  found 
to  be  necessary  in  respect  of  the  maintenance  and  condition  of  the 
premises. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Table  A.  Registrations 


Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

2 

29 

21 

Retail  Shops 

6 

62 

52 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

— 

4 

3 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  Canteens 

2 

13 

13 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

Table  B.  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  :  111. 


Table  C.  Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
workplace. 


Class  of  Workplace 

Persons 

employed 

Offices 

169 

Retail  Shops . 

276 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

31 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

65 

Canteens 

9 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

13 

Male  ... 

240 

Female 

323 

Total  . 

563 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt,  c.eng.,  f.i.mun.e.,  m.r.t.p.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  disposal  works  at  Woolaston  and  Tidenham  continue  to  function 
satisfactorily  but  the  Alvington  works  is  in  a  very  critical  situation  and 
gives  anxiety  every  time  heavy  rain  occurs.  During  the  year  110  new 
properties  (and  11  existing  properties)  were  connected  to  the  sewerage 
systems.  Samples  of  the  effluents  were  taken  by  the  Severn  River  and 
Wye  River  Authorities  and  satisfactory  analyst’s  reports  were  received. 

The  Council  have  instructed  their  Consultant  Engineers  to  investigate 
and  proceed  with  plans  for  enlarging  the  works  at  Alvington  and  also 
to  seek  tenders  for  extending  the  sewers  to  the  Woolaston  Common  area, 
the  former  I  regard  as  being  essential  and  must  be  carried  out  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.  The  scheme  is  nearly  ready  to  go  out  to  tender  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Department  of  Environment 
that  the  expense  may  be  off-set  against  the  estimate  for  the  extension 
to  a  sewer  at  Woolaston  Common. 

The  details  of  the  Lydney  drainage  scheme  are  still  being  investigated 
and  the  final  plans  are  now  being  prepared  and  tenders  are  being 
invited.  It  has  been  decided  that  the  work  shall  be  carried  out  in  two 
separate  contracts,  the  first  one  being  for  the  sewers  and  alterations  to 
the  existing  sewers  and  the  second  one  for  the  disposal  works  and  outfall. 
This  scheme,  has  on  several  occasions  been  hindered  by  the  economic 
situation  of  the  Country,  but  for  many  years  I  have  continued  to 
‘  plug  away  ’  at  this  work  and  to  see  it  actually  started  will,  I  feel,  be  a 
red  letter  day. 

Further  investigations  have  been  carried  out  into  trade  wastes  from 
the  various  industries  in  the  Town  of  Lydney,  and  each  time  we  find 
that  the  figures  which  were  quoted  are  being  exceeded,  so  adequate 
allowances  must  be  made  for  future  expansion. 

The  storm  water  sewers  at  Hams  Road,  Mount  Pleasant  and  Queen 
Street  were  completed  during  the  year.  There  have  been  few  occasions 
of  prolonged  heavy  rain  since  this  time  so  the  real  effect  of  the  new 
culverts  cannot  be  assessed.  All  I  can  say  is  that  there  has  been  no 
report  of  flooding. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  Council  instituted  the  scheme  of  the  collection  of  bulky  house¬ 
hold  items  and  once  this  became  well-known  a  great  many  people  took 
advantage  of  it,  and  I  feel  that  the  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
this  method.  Labour  troubles  caused  a  slight  inconvenience  but  on  the 
whole  it  has  been  more  than  worth  while.  A  number  of  people  try  to 
use  this  service  to  get  rid  of  any  items  of  scrap  galvanised  sheeting  etc., 
and  therefore  with  limited  services  at  my  disposal  it  must  be  restricted 
to  the  bulky  household  items  such  as  settees,  chairs,  refrigerators  and 
cookers  and  such-like  items. 
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Bathurst  Swimming  Baths 

The  allocation  of  money  in  circular  2/70  was  not  sufficient  to  enable 
the  Council  to  carry  out  improvements  to  changing  accommodation  at 
the  Bathurst  Swimming  Baths,  but  it  was  decided  that  new  pumping 
and  other  equipment  and  electricity  supplies  should  be  provided.  Orders 
were  placed  for  this  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  but  delivery  could  not 
be  effected  and  therefore  there  will  be  a  delay  to  the  end  of  the  Summer 

of  1973. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  as  follows  : 

Eight  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  and  the 
number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Authority  by  the  end  of  1972  is  as 

follows  : 


Parish 

1972 

Pre-War 
and  up  to 
1946 

Post-War 

including 

1972 

Total 

Alvington 

Aylburton 

Hewelsfield 

Lydney 

St  Briavels 
Tidenham 
Woolaston 

8 

14 

8 

6 

235 

8 

50 

12 

47 

40 

10 

427 

42 

191 

61 

61 

48 

16 

662 

50 

241 

73 

Total 

8 

333 

818 

1,151 

The  Council  sold  a  further  nine  houses  during  the  year. 


Private  Dwellings  completed  during  the  year 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  private  dwellings  were  built  during  the 
year  bringing  the  number  built  since  the  war  to  1,439. 


Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Flats 

Alvington  . 

— 

— 

Aylburton 

1 

9 

Hewelsfield 

Lydney  . 

31 

26 

9 

— 

St  Briavels 

Tidenham 

D 

8 

37 

c: 

— 

Woolaston  . 

J 

Total  . 

... 

43 

72 

___ 
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Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  17  Standard  Grants  and  29  Discretionary  Grants 
were  approved. 

Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  213  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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NEWENT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  R.  S.  Chew 
Vice-Chairman  :  P.  Price 

Members  (at  May,  1972)  :  Councillors  Mrs.  A.  E.  Potts,  S.  J.  Ay  land, 
J.  N.  Boyd,  J.  M.  Brooks,  W.  J.  Cummins,  F.  Dunn,  R.  P. 
Ovington,  J.  M.  Smith  and  F.  A.  Windsor-Clive. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

H.  S.  JENKINSON,  A.I.A.S.,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Pests  Officer  : 

F  y  T.  W.  Chetwood 

Rodent  Operator  (part-time)  :  H.  P.  Hyett 


Statistics 

Population=9,470  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1972). 

Area=41,lll  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings=3,436. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1972,  was  £220,394. 

Product  of  lp.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1972,  was  £2,030.48. 

Number  of  Live  Births=131.  Number  of  Deaths=102. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths=29.  . 

Birth  Rate=13.8  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.10  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  15.2.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.03. 

Death  Rate=10.8  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  0.93  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  10.0.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  0.83. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitima 

te 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

68 

55 

123 

6 

2 

8 

74 

57 

131 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 

2 

2 

2 

2 

under  1  wk. 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1-4  weeks 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4  wks.-l  yr. 

1 

1 

_ 

1 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses,  Mains  Water  Supply  and 
Sewerage 


Parish 

Census 

1971 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Prop 
conne< 
Mains  Wa 

erties 
:ted  to 
ter  Supply 

Properties 
with  water 
closets 
connected 
to  sewer 

(i) 

Direct 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

Bromsberrow 

206 

69 

60 

- 

61 

Corse 

459 

163 

153 

— 

55 

Dymock 

1,230 

459 

392 

1 

97 

Hartpury 

664 

252 

233 

— 

30 

Kempley 

249 

97 

77 

— 

— 

Newent 

3,807 

1,363 

1,355 

4 

910 

Oxenhall 

219 

72 

54 

— 

_ 

Pauntley 

138 

54 

28 

— 

— — 

Redmarley 

754 

272 

250 

— 

31 

Rudford 

235 

89 

69 

— 

_ 

Staunton 

396 

133 

124 

— 

2 

Taynton 

408 

160 

127 

— 

— 

Tibberton 

404 

170 

145 

— 

125 

Upleadon 

230 

83 

71 

— 

— 

Totals 

9,399 

3,436 

3,138 

5 

1,311 

This  table  includes  36  caravan  sites  assessed  separately. 

The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  supplies  all  the 
properties  on  the  mains  except  the  following  : 

The  South  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board  supplies  the  60 
properties  served  at  Bromsberrow,  70  properties  at  Dymock  and  23  at 
Redmarley. 

Five  properties  at  Cliffords  Mesne  in  the  Newent  Parish  are  supplied 
by  the  Herefordshire  Water  Board. 


SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT 

Mr.  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  : 

Public  Health  Section 
Housing 

Slum  Clearance — Housing  Act,  1957.  Action  taken  during  1972 
Part  II 

1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

made  .  1 
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(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  . ;  • 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  . 

(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  . 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  can¬ 

celled  after  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 
houses  made  fit  ....  ....  . 

2.  Section  18 

Closing  orders  on  parts  of  buildings  . 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  . 

4.  Section  27 

Closing  orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted 

6.  Part  III 

Clearance  and  Re-development  . 

7.  Part  IV 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding . 


Rent  Act,  1957 

No  application  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 

Summary  of  Slum  Clearance  since  1955 

Closing  Orders  made  . . 

Properties  improved  and  Orders  terminated 
Converted  to  Demolition  Orders  and  demolished 
Demolished  by  Owners  without  Demolition  Orders 
Remaining  closed 

Undertakings  accepted  . 

(a)  to  do  work 

(i)  Work  finished 

(ii)  not  yet  done 

(b)  Not  to  use  for  human  habitation 
Demolition  orders  made 

(i)  reconstructed 

(ii)  demolished . 

(iii)  still  standing  . 

(iv)  used  for  other  purposes 
Total  number  dealt  with 

Total  brought  back  into  use 


45 
22 

1 

6 

16 

83 

27 

13 

13 

56 

34 

3 

11 

17 

3 

164 

46 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Thirty  caravan  sites  throughout  the  District  are  licensed  for  thirty- 
five  caravans.  There  are  no  large  caravan  sites. 
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Meat 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  :  one  at  Newent  and 
one  at  Dymock,  the  latter  being  used  only  occasionally.  All  slaughter¬ 
houses  comply  with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  and 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Seven  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  District. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (100% 
inspected) 

187 

— 

6 

806 

130 

— 

All  disease  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

2 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

22 

- 

- 

28 

21 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

11.7 

3.7 

17.7 

Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses  :  362  lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

This  Department  is  notified  when  shops  or  individuals  suspect  that 
items  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  following  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  during  the  year  : 

Cod  Fillets  .  14  lbs. 

Frozen  Foods  .  30  lbs. 


Ice-cream 

One  shop  was  registered  for  the  making  of  soft  ice-cream  and  36 
premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  (pre¬ 
packed  in  every  case). 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

No. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

9 

9 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 

Provision  shops 

34 

34 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists  shops. 

Ice-cream  vendors 

36 

36 

Registered  under  S.i6  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Butchers  shops 

6 

30 

Two  Mobile  Traders  from  outside 
the  District  are  included.  Two 
are  registered  under  S.16  (b) 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
(the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  inten¬ 
ded  for  sale). 

Fishmongers 

5 

10 

(This  includes  one  trader  with  two 
xMobile  vans).  There  are  two 
fried  fish  shops  in  Newent. 

Bakehouses 

3 

3 

All  in  good  hygienic  condition. 

Licensed  premises 

19 

19 

Dairies 

3 

3 

Registered  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1959. 

Wholesale  premises 
(food  manufacture) 

2 

8 

Egg  Packing  and  Poultry  Dress¬ 
ing  Station. 

All  the  above  food  premises  comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  i.e.  wash-hand  basins 
and  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  are  provided. 


Bed  and  Breakfast  Establishments 

Eight  premises  were  visited,  five  of  them  farms,  producing  milk  for 
their  own  consumption. 

Poultry  Dressing  Premises 

There  are  two  factories  carrying  out  poultry  dressing  and  periodic 
inspections  are  made. 

Food  Hygiene  (Market,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 
Regulations,  1966 

Seven  inspections  of  delivery  vehicles  were  carried  out  and  no  con¬ 
traventions  were  found. 


Water  Supply 

No  water  from  wells  was  analysed.  In  two  cases  owners  were  advised 
to  have  mains  water  laid  on,  and  this  was  carried  out  with  the  aid  of 
Improvement  Grants. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

IT)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  . 

24 

24 

fiii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

6 

6 

Totals  . 

30 

30 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3)  . 

— 

--  - 

-  - 

_ 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S. 4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  . 

. 

- 

■ 

— _ 

1 ... 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

. 

- 

-  -  - 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Totals . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
Table  A.  Registrations 


Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices  . 

1 

13 

12 

Retail  shops 

1 

25 

25 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  Canteens 

2 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

" 

" 

— — 

Table  B.  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  :  67. 

Table  C.  Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
workplace. 


Class  of  Workplace 

Persons 

employed 

Offices 

•  •  •  »  t  * 

58 

Retail  shops  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

85 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . . . 

•  •  • 

5 

Canteens 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

Male 

*  *  •  •  •  • 

63 

Female  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

85 

Total  . 

•  •  •  ••• 

148 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions^  Act,  1956 

Eight  visits  were  made  ;  no  cause  for  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  1926 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-six  Land  Searches  passed  through  the 
Department  for  observation  and  checking. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

There  are  ten  producer-retailers  and  ten  distributors  registered  with 
the  Council.  Three  outside  retailers  operate  within  the  District. 
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Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  to  which  these  Regulations 
apply. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  pet  shops  in  the  District. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

There  are  five  premises,  two  at  Dymock,  one  at  Bromsberrow,  one  at 
Tibberton,  and  one  at  Upleadon  licensed  under  this  Act. 


Game  Act,  1831 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  licensed  under  this  Act. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 


1 

2 


3 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agri  cultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  District 

2,929 

592 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties  (includ¬ 
ing  nearby  premises)  inspected 
following  notification 

106 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ... 

81 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

5 

— 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  for  rats  and/or  mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification  . . . 

256 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ... 

— 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

When  the  Council  carry  out  treatments  at  private  dwellings  or 
business  premises  at  the  request  of  the  owner/occupier,  charges  are 
made  to  cover  the  full  cost  of  treatment,  except  in  the  case  of  old  age 
pensioners. 

The  Council  have  no  arrangements  to  carry  out  disinfestation  by 
contract. 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 
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SURVEYOR’S  SECTION 


Improvement  Grants 


Discretionary  Grants  for  conversion  or  improvement  of  housing 
accommodation. 


Applications  approved 

Conversions  .  4 

Improvements  .  42 

Standard  Grants  for  improvement  of  dwellings  : 

Applications  approved  16 

Grants  paid  after  completion  of  work  14 


Number  of  amenities  provided  :  baths  13,  wash-hand  basins  13, 
sinks  8,  hot  water  systems  13  and  water  closets  14. 


Refuse  Collection 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year. 


Civic  Amenities  Act 

Permission  was  given  for  approximately  65  loads  of  rubbish  to  be 
taken  privately  to  the  refuse  tips. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  were  made  for  a  private  metal  dealer  to 
remove  15  cars. 


Disposal  of  Noxious  Waste 

Strict  control  has  always  been  kept  on  the  use  of  the  Council  tips  for 
private  tipping.  In  every  case  written  consent  has  to  be  obtained  from 
the  Surveyor’s  Department.  Notices  prohibiting  unauthorised  tipping 
are  also  fixed  at  the  tip  entrance.  There  are  no  factories  in  the  District 
creating  noxious  waste. 


Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act,  1928 

Forty-two  licences  for  bulk  storage  were  issued. 

Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

No  licences  were  issued. 


Street  Cleansing 

The  County  Council,  as  Highway  Authority,  are  responsible  for 
sweeping  roads  and  the  District  Council  for  providing  and  emptying 
litter  bins. 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Six  dealers  were  registered  under  this  Act. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Eastern  Area  Sewerage  Scheme 

This  scheme  serving  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Hartpury,  Corse, 
Staunton  and  Redmarley  and  Ashleworth  in  the  Gloucester  Rural 
District  came  into  operation  during  the  year. 

Upleadon  and  District  and  Land  Settlement  Association  Estate 
Work  commenced  on  this  scheme  and  satisfactory  progress  was 
maintained  during  the  year — completion  is  expected  to  be  September, 
1973. 

Kempley  and  Dymock 

Tenders  were  invited  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  work  is 
expected  to  commence  early  in  1973. 

Newent 

Preliminary  work  on  a  scheme  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Newent 
(Cleeve  Lane)  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  including  the  renewal  of  the 
outfall  sewer  and  flood  relief  works,  is  in  an  advanced  stage. 

A  short  length  of  sewer  was  laid  to  serve  part  of  Bradfords  Lane  by 
the  Council’s  direct  labour  force. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 


Mr.  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  on  the  number  of  houses 
completed  : — 


Parish 

1972 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1972 

Total 

Bromsberrow  ... 

- 

6 

4 

10 

Corse . 

— 

6 

20 

26 

Dymock 

— 

17 

57 

74 

Hartpury 

— 

10 

11 

21 

Kempley 

— 

4 

12 

16 

Newent 

41 

67 

305 

372 

Oxenhall 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Pauntley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Redmarley 

— 

8 

16 

24 

Rudford 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Staunton 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Taynton 

— 

8 

7 

15 

Tibberton 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Upleadon 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Totals 

41 

140 

458 

598 

Applications  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  248  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Private  Houses 

Thirty-three  private  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  making  a 
total  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  during  the  post-war  period. 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Committee 


Chairman  :  W.  G.  Morgan 


Members  (at  May,  1972)  :  Councillors  Miss  J.  E.  Davies,  Mrs.  T.  E. 
Beddis,  C.  G.  Cooke,  A.  Cooper,  C.  J.  Cooper,  G.  S.  G.  Nash, 
W.  J.  Neale,  E.  S.  Morgan,  F.  D.  Smith,  W.  O.  G.  Whittington 
and  Rev.  D.  Williams. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  :  W.  T.  Bebb,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  J.  Buchan,  cert,  r.san.,  assoc. 

SCOTLAND. 

Assistant  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  :  E.  T.  Nelmes. 


Statistics 


Populations 7,860  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1972). 

Area=24,140  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings=6,511. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1972,  was  £466,194. 

Product  of  lp.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1972,  was  £4,423.60. 

Number  of  Live  Births=266.  Number  of  Deaths=252. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths=14. 

Birth  Rate=14.9  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.12  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  16.7.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.13. 

Death  Rate=14.1  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  0.98  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  13.8.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.14. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


L 

egitima 

te 

11 

iegitima 

te 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

117 

131 

248 

11 

7 

18 

128 

138 

266 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 

2 

2 

“ 

2 

2 

under  1  wk. 

3 

1 

4 

_____ 

. 

_____ 

3 

1 

4 

1-4  weeks 

1 

— 

1 

_____ 

. 

. 

1 

1 

4  wks.-l  yr. 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Census 

1971 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Properties  c 
Mains  Wa 

(i) 

Direct 

onnected  to 
ter  Supply 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

West  Dean  R.D 

1,235 

Coleford 

3,627 

1,240 

— 

English  Bicknor 

432 

139 

139 

Lydbrook 

2,310 

837 

827 

7 

Newland 

877 

330 

319 

2 

Staunton 

189 

74 

72 

West  Dean  Parish 

618 

Berry  Hill 

1,850 

636 

— 

Bream 

2,336 

866 

853 

1 

Broadwell 

1,647 

599 

595 

— 

Ellwood 

701 

254 

253 

— 

Milkwall 

840 

269 

268 

— 

Parkend 

601 

221 

221 

— 

Pillowell 

407 

149 

146 

’  ■  ”” 

Viney  Hill 

396 

146 

142 

1  — 

Whitecroft 

561 

205 

204 

—  -■ 

Yorkley 

1,162 

419 

418 

Total  W.D.  Parish 

10,501 

3,764 

3,718 

— 

Total  West  Dean 
Rural  District 

17,936 

6,384 

6,310 

4 

Mr.  E.  T.  Nelmes  supplied  me  with  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the 
properties  connected  to  the  mains  water  supply  for  the  above  table. 
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Caravans 


Parish 

Number  of  Caravans 

Licensed 

Exempt 

from 

Licensing 

Connectec 

Water 

(i) 

Direct 

L  to  Mains 
Supply 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

West  Dean  R.D. 

Coleford 

36 

— 

36 

— 

English  Bicknor 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Lydbrook 

3 

1 

3 

— 

Newland 

2 

1 

2 

— 

Staunton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

West  Dean  Parish 

Berry  Hill 

16 

2 

16 

— 

Bream 

5 

— 

4 

1 

Broadwell 

5 

2 

5 

— 

Ellwood 

8 

— 

8 

— 

Milkwall 

37 

— 

37 

— 

Parkend 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pillowell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Viney  Hill 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Whitecroft 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yorkley 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Total  W.D.  Parish 

73 

8 

71 

1 

Total  West  Dean 

Rural  District 

117 

10 

116 

1 

Mr.  Nelmes  was  responsible  for  this  table. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  W.  T.  Bebb  reports  as  follows  : 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance — Housing  Act,  1957.  Action  taken  during  1972 

1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  (a)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

made  .  9 

(b)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

substituted  after  violation  of  undertakings  ....  — 

(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  accepted 
that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  .  — 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  .  1 
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(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  .  7 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  can¬ 
celled  after  the  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 

the  houses  made  fit  .  1 

2.  Section  18 

Closing  Orders  on  parts  of  buildings  .  1 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  .  3 

4.  Section  27 

Closing  Orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit  4 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  Orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted  1 

6.  Part  III 
Section  42 

Number  of  Clearance  Areas .  1 

Number  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Area  .  7 

7.  Part  IV 

Abatement  of  overcrowding .  — 


Demolition  of  Condemned  Properties 

Eleven  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  many  others 
were  in  various  stages  of  demolition  when  the  year  ended. 


Housing  Programmes 

At  the  beginning  of  1971  the  Council  agreed  to  include  a  total  of  100 
houses  in  their  third  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  all  to  be  dealt  with 
within  a  period  of  four  years. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  64  of  these  had  been  condemned. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  action  taken  since  the  commencement 
of  the  First  Programme  in  1955. 


Dealt  with 

1.  Subject  to  demolition  orders  .  333 

2.  Subject  to  Closing  Orders  .  141 

3.  Subject  to  undertakings 

(a)  to  repair  .  31 

(b)  not  to  use  .  14 

4.  In  clearance  areas .  30 

5.  By  certificate  of  M.O.H.  (Council  owned)  .  8 

6.  By  agreement  (Crown  owned)  .  6 

7.  In  programmes  but  dealt  with  unofficially  .  58 
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Renovated 

8.  Demolition  orders  revoked  after  properties  were  made 


fit  .  41 

9.  Closing  orders  determined  after  properties  were  made 

fit  .  .  26 

10.  Undertakings  cancelled  after  properties  were  made  fit  30 

11.  In  programmes  but  made  fit  without  formal  action  ....  53 
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Demolished 

12.  Demolished  since  1955  (but  not  necessarily  condemned 


since  that  date)  .  .  405 

Still  Standing 

13.  Properties  still  standing  (some  condemned  before  1955) 

(i)  Subject  to  demolition  orders  .  87 

(ii)  Subject  to  closing  orders  .  76 

(iii)  Subject  to  undertakings 

(a)  to  repair  .  5 

(b)  not  to  use  .  16 

(iv)  In  clearance  areas  .  29 
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14.  Of  the  208  properties  still  standing  the  following  are,  for 
various  reasons,  still  occupied  : 

(i)  Subject  to  demolition  orders  . 

(ii)  Subject  to  closing  orders  . 

(iii)  Subject  to  undertakings 

(a)  to  repair  . 

(b)  not  to  use  . 

(iv)  In  clearance  areas  . 


17 

3 

1 

8 


29 


Housing  Act,  1969 

No  applications  for  qualification  certificates  were  received  during  the 
year  and  no  certificates  were  issued. 


Improvement  Grants 

When  applications  or  enquiries  are  received  in  respect  of  Standard 
Grants,  the  properties  in  question  are  inspected  jointly  by  this  Depart¬ 
ment  together  with  members  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  staff. 
Discretionary  Grant  applications  are  dealt  with  by  the  latter  Department 
only. 
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Only  fifteen  enquiries  in  respect  of  Standard  Grants  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year  and,  in  each  case,  additional  works  were  required  to 
ensure  that  the  properties  could  be  considered  fit  for  not  less  than 
fifteen  years. 

It  is  considered  that  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  Standard  Grant 
applications  results  from  the  fact  that  more  house-owners  are  now  apply¬ 
ing  for  Discretionary  Grants  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  statistics 
will  probably  show  an  upward  trend  in  the  number  of  Discretionary 
Grant  applications. 


Water  Supply 

Routine  sampling  of  supplies  continues  to  be  undertaken  by  staff  of 
the  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board.  As  the  results  of  these 
samples  are  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  it  is  considered 
unnecessary  to  duplicate  this  effort  by  independent  sampling. 


Milk  and  Dairies 


Register  of  Dairies 

Seven  premises  are  registered  as  dairies.  This  figure  does  not  include 
dairies  situated  at  dairy  farms  which  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Register  of  Milk  Distributors 

Number  on  Register  at  beginning  of  1972  .  16 

Removed  from  Register  during  the  year  .  — 

Added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  .  6 

Total  numbei  of  registered  distributors  .  22 

In  addition  to.  the  milk  distributors  registered  by  the  Council,  a 
number  of  distributors  operate  from  premises  in  adjoining  local  authority 
areas.  Nine  dairy  farms  also  retail  milk  in  the  District. 


Ice-cream 

Register  of  Ice-cream  premises 

Number  on  Register  at  beginning  of  1972  .  99 

Removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  .  — 

Added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  .  3 

Total  number  of  registered  premises  .  102 

Of  this  total  three  premises  are  registered  for  manufacture,  three  for 
storage  only  and  the  remainder  for  storage  and  sale. 

Two  changes  of  ownership  in  respect  of  registered  premises  were 
notified  during  the  year. 
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Food  Hygiene 

The  following  is  a  brief  analysis  of  the  food  premises  in  the  District  : 


Category 

Number 

Number  fitted 
to  comply  with 
Regulation  16* 

Number  fitted 
to  comply  with 
Regulation  19! 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

Butchers 

13 

13 

13 

Caterers 

22 

22 

22 

Chemists 

3 

3 

2 

Fish  and  Chip  Fryers  ... 

5 

5 

5 

Fishmongers 

1 

1 

1 

General  Shopkeepers  ... 

73 

73 

73 

Grocers  ... 

27 

27 

27 

Sweet  Shopkeepers 

5 

5 

5 

Totals  . 

153 

153 

152 

*  Regulation  16  relates  to  the  provision  of  personal  washing  facilities 
and 

f  Regulation  19  relates  to  the  provision  of  facilities  for  washing 
equipment  and  food. 

All  the  premises  to  which  these  Regulations  apply  are  fitted  to  comply 
therewith. 

Many  owners  of  food  businesses  are  increasingly  aware  of  the  benefits 
of  presenting  foodstuffs  for  sale  in  clean,  well-lit  premises. 

The  attractive  presentation  and  display  of  foodstuffs,  while  not  in 
themselves  a  positive  indication  of  a  high  standard  of  hygiene,  do 
contribute  to  such  a  standard  by  eliminating  the  untidy  conditions 
which  can  result  in  dirt  accumulation  and  stock  rotation  difficulties. 

It  has  been  found  that,  following  a  change  of  ownership,  the  new 
shop  owner  will  in  most  instances  “  modernise  ”  the  shop  where 
necessary,  including  the  provision  of  adequate  refrigerated  storage  for 
cooked  meats  and  similar  products. 

The  modern,  hygienic  image  created  in  many  shops  is  not,  however, 
always  reflected  in  the  staff.  While  most  shop  assistants  are  aware  of  the 
need  for  superficial  cleanliness  of  equipment  and  worktops,  there 
appears  to  be  a  general  lack  of  understanding  of  even  the  basic  factors 
liable  to  result  in  the  bacteriological  contamination  of  food. 

It  is  evident  that  there  is  a  very  real  need  for  more  staff  training  in 
the  principles  of  food  hygiene  in  practically  all  food  premises. 

If  extra-mural  courses  on  food  hygiene  could  be  organised  by  the 
Education  Authority  these  would  well  merit  support  by  the  proprietors 
of  food  businesses  in  the  area. 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Inspection 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  at  various  premises  in  the 
District  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  sale  for  human  consumption  for  the 
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reasons  stated : — 

28  lbs.  cod  fillets  . 

172  packets  various  frozen  foods 

70  packets  various  frozen  foods 

28  lbs.  cod  fillets  . 

544  items  of  various  foodstuffs 


decomposition 
rise  in  temperature 
(refrigerator  breakdown) 
rise  in  temperature 
(lefrigerator  breakdown) 
decomposition 
contamination  and 
damage  by  flood  water 


The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  surrendered  amounted  to  5  cwts 
2  qtrs.  approximately. 

Three  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public  relating 
to  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  after  purchase. 


1.  A  loaf  of  bread  purchased  at  a  large  store  in  the  area  of  another 
Local  Authority  was  found  to  contain  a  foreign  body.  On  examina¬ 
tion  the  object  was  found  to  be  a  portion  of  grease  from  the  produc¬ 
tion  machinery.  A  number  of  similar  complaints  had  been  received 
in  previous  years  and  it  was  decided  that  no  further  action  would 
be  taken. 


2.  A  person  who  received  a  coconut  as  a  prize  at  a  local  church  fete 
complained  of  an  unpleasant  taste  when  the  coconut  was  eaten.  On 
examination  it  was  found  that  the  flesh  of  the  nut  was  rancid.  The 
coconut  appeared  to  be  normal  externally  and  contained  a  full 
quota  of  fluid.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  it  was  decided  that 
no  further  action  should  be  taken. 


3.  A  packet  of  a  proprietary  breakfast  cereal  was  found  to  contain 
mould  when  opened.  The  date  code  was  checked  with  the  manufac¬ 
turer’s  representative  and  it  was  found  that  the  product  was  approx¬ 
imately  twelve  months  old.  The  retail  shop  was  visited  and  a 
number  of  similar  packets  withdrawn  from  sale.  The  shop  owner 
alleged  that  the  consignment  had  been  recently  obtained  from  the 
wholesaler.  Advice  on  the  importance  of  stock  rotation  was  given 
to  the  shop  owner,  but  no  further  action  was  considered  necessary. 


Slaughterhouses 

As  there  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  no  routine 
meat  inspection  is  carried  out. 


Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961 

The  majority  of  complaints  received  under  this  legislation  relate  to 
nuisances  caused  by  septic  tank  effluents.  Practically  all  such  nuisances 
arise  in  areas  where  there  is  a  clay  sub-soil  or  restricted  land  available 
for  siting  the  septic  tank.  A  number  of  complaints  relating  to  septic 
tank  difficulties  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  all  were  resolved 
without  recourse  to  formal  action. 
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Several  complaints  were  received  regarding  offensive  odours.  In 
most  cases  these  odours  arose  as  a  result  of  agricultural  activities  such 
as  pig  farming  and  manure-spreading  and  no  statutory  nuisance  existed. 

In  one  instance,  odour  from  an  industrial  process,  viz.  dipping  of 
ceiling  tiles  in  paint,  gave  rise  to  a  number  of  complaints.  Attempts  to 
eliminate  the  odour  by  altering  the  height  of  the  ventilation  duct  were 
unsuccessful  and  the  whole  process  was  later  transferred  to  a  factory  on 
an  industrial  estate. 


Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

63 

22 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Totals  . 

63 

22 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  fou 

nd 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S. 4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  . 

_ 

- 

,, 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Total . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Section  8 

Factory  premises  registered  at  the  commencement  of  1972  65 

Premises  added  to  Register  during  the  year  .  1 

Premises  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  3 

Number  of  registered  factory  premises  at  the  end  of  1972  63 


Section  133 

The  number  of  outworkers  residing  within  the  District  was  returned 
at  110,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  employ  of  a  local  metal  fastener  manu¬ 
facturing  company. 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Section  25 

Details  from  Register  of  Site  Licences 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1971  .  59 

Removed  from  Register  at  the  end  of  1971  because  of  expiry 

of  licence  .  14 

On  Register  at  the  commencement  of  1972  .  45 

Registered  (including  renewals)  during  1972  12 

Expired  during  1972  .  — 

On  Register  at  the  end  of  1972  .  57 

Including  : 

Holiday  Sites  .  2 

Residential  Sites  .  55 

Number  of  residential  caravans  authorised .  131 

Maximum  number  of  residential  caravans  known  to  have 

occupied  these  sites  at  any  time  during  1972  .  117 

First  Schedule  (Paragraph  1) 

Number  of  caravans  granted  exemption  under  this  clause  ....  10 


Two  caravans  continued  to  occupy  sites  illegally  after  the  site  licences 
had  expired.  A  planning  appeal  on  one  of  the  sites  was  pending  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949-54 

Summary  of  activities  during  1972  : 


Type  of 

Premises  Treated 

Number  of 
Premises  Treated 

Type  of  Infestation 

Rats 

Mice 

Agricultural 

o 

1 

1 

Business  ... 

8 

7 

1 

Domestic 

122 

113 

9 

Local  Authority 

8 

8 

— 

140 

129 

11 

In  addition  to  the  work  tabulated  above,  spring  and  autumn  main¬ 
tenance  treatments  were  applied  to  the  Coleford  Old  Culvert  systems 
and  to  the  Lydbrook  brook. 

The  biennial  test  baiting  programme  was  also  administered  to  the 
new  public  sewer  network  within  the  District,  to  accord  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  Vehicles  Regulations ,  1968 

Number  of  abandoned  vehicles  removed  in  default  following 
service  of  notices  .  — 
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Number  of  abandoned  vehicles  removed  by  owners  before 

the  expiration  of  notices  served  .  ...  27 

Number  of  abandoned  vehicles  removed  as  a  result  of  in¬ 
formal  action . . .  8 

Number  of  abandoned  vehicles  owned  by  Council  house 
tenants,  or  abandoned  on  Council-owned  land,  following 
action  by  the  Housing  Officer  6 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Eight  scrap  metal  dealers  were  registered  with  the  Council  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  two  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during 
the  year. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry-dressing  establishments  in  the  District. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

All  agricultural  units  are  provided  with  adequate  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  employees  where  applicable 

Petroleum  Spirit  and  Calcium  Carbide 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  49 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  calcium  carbide  — 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

No  applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  received  during 
the  year. 

Game  Act,  1831 

No  dealers’  licences  were  issued  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

In  a  number  of  cases  inspections  of  properties  were  carried  out 
following  the  receipt  of  Official  Searches.  A  total  of  635  Searches  was 
received  during  the  year,  although  a  considerable  number  of  these 
referred  to  new  or  relatively  new  dwellings. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  licence  was  issued  during  the  year,  authorising  the  use  of  premises 
n  Coleford  as  a  pet  shop. 
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Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

One  licence,  subject  to  the  Council’s  standard  conditions,  was  issued 
to  an  applicant  at  Joyford,  authorising  the  use  of  premises  as  boarding 
kennels  for  dogs. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

In  registered  premises  generally  it  has  been  found  that  standards  are 
on  the  whole  satisfactory,  with  only  minor  deficiencies  requiring  atten¬ 
tion  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  queries  or  complaints  have  been 
received  from  employees  during  the  period  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation.  This  is  probably  a  reflection  of  the  rather  informal  employer- 
staff  relationship  which  exists  in  many  small  business  undertakings. 
With  only  a  few  exceptions,  the  majority  of  employers  in  registered 
premises  in  this  District  have  only  one  or  two  employees,  the  average 
ratio  for  the  number  of  businesses  to  the  number  of  employees  for  all 
registered  premises  being  1 :3.7. 

Although  many  employers  are  quite  conscientious  in  respect  of  staff 
welfare  no  premises  come  to  mind  where  the  standards  could  be 
described  as  exceptionally  high.  However,  in  no  premises  is  the  standard 
less  than  adequate  and  no  instances  have  so  far  been  encountered 
where  legal  proceedings  by  the  Council  would  be  justifiable. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  invoke  Section  22  in  respect  of  any 
registered  premises  or  any  equipment  or  process  therein. 

A  number  of  businesses  in  the  District  change  ownership  each  year 
and  it  is  apparent  in  many  such  instances  that  the  new  owners  are  un¬ 
aware  of  their  obligations  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  When  a 
change  of  ownership  has  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  an 
introductory  visit  is  made  to  the  premises  and  OSR1  form  supplied  to 
the  new  owner. 


Reftise  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  refuse  collection  service  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  duiing 
the  year.  However,  vehicle  operating  costs  increased  somewhat  on 
account  of  the  need  for  more  frequent  repair  and  maintenance  work. 
This  resulted  from  the  increasing  age  of  the  vehicles — seven,  five  and 
four  years  respectively. 

The  co-operation  of  the  refuse  employees  enabled  a  regular  service 
to  be  maintained  even  during  the  periods  when  one  or  other  of  the 
vehicles  was  off  the  road  for  major  repair  work. 

No  difficulties  were  experienced  in  connection  with  refuse  disposal 
at  the  Cannop  Road  tip. 

The  tip  provided  at  Gortsy  Knoll  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  was 
used  regularly  by  residents  in  the  District  foi  the  disposal  of  bulky  items 
of  refuse,  although  some  difficulties  arose  as  a  result  of  building  con¬ 
tractors  using  the  tip  without  authority  for  the  dumping  of  demolition 
and  excavation  materials. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

No  complaints  of  smoke  nuisances  were  received  during  the  year. 

Several  complaints  were  received,  however,  regarding  excessive  dust 
emissions  from  crushing  and  drying  plant  at  local  quarries.  These 
complaints  were  passed  to  the  District  Alkali  Inspector  with  whom  close 
liaison  was  maintained  during  the  year. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  excessive  noise  resulting  from 
“  pop  ”  groups  playing  at  two  local  social  clubs.  In  both  instances  the 
managements  agreed  to  reduce  the  amplification  to  acceptable  levels  and 
no  further  complaints  were  received. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr.  A.  C.  Luker,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on  the 
number  of  houses  completed  : — 

Council  Houses 


Parish 

1972 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1972 

Total 

COLEFORD  . 

8 

166 

289 

455 

English  Bicknor 

— 

8 

16 

24 

Staunton  . 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Newland 

Clearwell 

— 

10 

18 

28 

Redbrook  . 

— 

34 

— 

34 

Lydbrook 

Lydbrook  . 

— 

52 

38 

90 

Joys  Green 

— 

20 

139 

159 

West  Dean 

Berry  Hill  . 

— 

50 

88 

138 

Bream  ... 

1 

80 

182 

262 

Broadwell 

— 

64 

86 

150 

Ellwood 

— 

6 

20 

26 

Milkwall 

6 

6 

44 

50 

Parkend 

— 

12 

53 

65 

Pillowell 

— 

12 

— 

12 

Viney  Hill  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whitecroft 

— 

30 

46 

76 

Yorkley 

11 

42 

98 

140 

Totals 

26 

592 

1,128 

1,720 

During  the  year  a  further  six  aluminium  bungalows  due  for  demolition 
were  vacated  and  the  tenants  rehoused  in  new  replacement  dwellings, 
leaving  twelve  bungalows  of  the  original  100  erected  in  1948  to  be 
replaced. 
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Twenty-six  new  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
1972.  Fourteen  of  these  were  one  bedroom  type  bungalows  which  were 
let  to  tenants  of  pensionable  age,  or  to  tenants  suffering  physical  handi¬ 
cap.  One  specially  adapted  bungalow  was  also  erected  to  rehouse  a 
tenant  with  a  physically  handicapped  daughter. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  dwellings  set  out  above,  the  Council 
own  six  other  units  of  accommodation,  all  of  which  are  occupied. 

Private  Houses 

Sixty-eight  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  1,065  during  the  post-war  period. 

Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  390  applicants  for  Council  houses,  134  of  whom  were 
pensioners  asking  for  the  tenancies  of  Old  Persons  Bungalows. 
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